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The Priesthood
The book of Exodus recounts the revelation of God to His people to
Mount Sinai. In this event, God reveals that He wants to make a covenant
with them. In order for this relationship between God and His people to
be maintained, a system needed to be set up so that the people could
draw near and be intimate with God. This is the purpose of the
priesthood and the tabernacle.

God tells Israel at Mount Sinai, “Now if you will indeed obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among the
peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6). Now, the tribe of Levi was the
only tribe of Israel who could be priests, so how could God tell the whole
nation this? Well, the Levitical priests were the priesthood to the nation
of Israel, but the nation of Israel was to be the priesthood to the world.
We see this imagery borrowed by Peter when he writes, “But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). To
understand this, we must understand the priesthood.

The Duties of the Priesthood

“You shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you
shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve
Me as priests.”
Exodus 28:41

No other people except the Levites could approach God or minister to
Him, and only the descendants of Aaron could be High Priests. They were
set apart by God because God requires holiness in His temple. Everything
that was done at the Temple was exclusively done by them. The Levites
were divided by families, and each family would take their tour of duty.
We see this in Luke’s account of the announcement of John the Baptist:
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah... Now it came about [that] he was
performing his priestly service before God in the appointed order of his
division...” (Luke 1:5, 8). So it was the function of the priests to maintain
the Temple, fill the oil in the menorah, put in new wicks, clean the
vessels, replace the showbread every week, etc. But what we most likely

4 www.JudeoChristianClarion.com



think of is what they do at the altar. Now, there is great depth in all of
their duties, so we want to look at only a few; but first we want to look at
their garments, and as we do, we will see how Israel was a chosen race, a
holy nation, a royal priesthood.

The Garments of the Priesthood

“You shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and beauty.”
Exodus 28:2

God requires a specific way with everything that has to do with Him,
because He is Holy! God often said to Moses, “Be careful to do everything
that I have spoken.” This is very important to note, because there is no
place for “man-made” anything when it comes to God. We must always
do things God’s way, not ours.

There were eight garments which were called “vestments of sanctity.” The
Hebrew word for “sanctity” comes from the word for “holy,” which is
kadosh. Therefore, these garments were only used in the service of the
Temple and at no other time. We also see this with the utensils used in
the Temple; in fact, everything associated with the Temple was
considered holy and was to be handled in a special way. These garments
were called garments of glory. The Hebrew word for “glory” comes from
the root word which has the meaning “heavy,” as in full, like the fullness
of the Lord. The garments were a picture of the dignity and beauty
connected with serving God.

The Ephod

“They shall also make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet material
and fine twisted linen, the work of the skillful workman. It shall have two
shoulder pieces joined to its two ends, that it may be joined.”
Exodus 28:6-7

Biblical scholars did not know what to compare the ephod to because
there was no piece of clothing to compare it to. The symbolism behind it
could not even be determined because there was nothing similar to it in
the ancient Near East—that is, until 1920 when they discovered tablets
from Ugarit. Ugarit was in the modern Ras Shamra near the Syrian coast.
We find that in the Ugaritic texts, the ephod was referred to as an
expensive robe, something worn by the upper class in the Near East. An
ephod was also worn by people other than the priests in the Bible.
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Gideon made a gold ephod which caused Israel to go after other gods. An
ephod had a permanent place in the Philistine sanctuary; it was behind
this ephod where Goliath placed his sword. The word ephod seems to be

linguistically connected to teraph (Judges 17:5, 18:20), which was the
household idol of Rachel (Genesis 31:19).

The fabric of the ephod was the same kind of fabric used in the curtains
and veil of the Mishkan, the Tent of Meetings, thereby making a
connection between the High Priest and the Sanctuary. The ephod
contained all five colors of the Mishkan, which we will look into later. The
main function of the ephod was the “stones of remembrance.” These
were two stones of onyx which the names of the twelve tribes were
written upon, six to a stone. Aaron wore this on his shoulders, symbolic
of the shepherd who carries his lambs on his shoulders.

The Breastplate
“You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, the work of a skillful workman; like
the work of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet
material and fine twisted linen you shall make it.”
Exodus 28:15

The breastplate was called the “breastplate of judgment.” The breastplate
was a rectangular plate with jewels hanging from gold chains. It was
worn by kings. Its purpose? Well, the high priest was considered the
mediator between God and the people. He was to bring the sanctity,
glory, and splendor of God to the people, and he was to bring the sinful
man to God. The breastplate was worn over the heart. The breastplate
was set with four rows of small square stones, each row containing three
stones. The exact identification of these stones/gems has been lost, and
much debate surrounds the topic. An example of what the stones could
have been is detailed as follows:

First row: sardius, a red stone representing the tribe of
Reuben;

topaz/peridot, a greenish stone representing the
tribe of Simeon;
carbuncle/agate, a red, white, and black striped stone
representing the tribe of Levi.
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Second row: emerald/turquoise, a greenish-blue stone
representing the tribe of Judah;

sapphire/lapis-lazuli, a blue stone representing the
tribe of Dan;
diamond/quartz, a white or clear stone representing
the tribe of Naphtali.

Third row: amber/jacinth, a yellowish stone representing
the tribe of Gad;

agate, a black/grey stone representing the tribe of
Asher;
amethyst, a purple stone representing the tribe of
Issachar.

Fourth row: anthrax, a black stone representing the tribe
of Zebulun;

onyx, a black stone representing the tribe of Joseph;

jasper or some multicolored stone, representing the
tribe of Benjamin.

When Aaron entered into the presence of God, these precious, beautiful
stones were a memorial and testimony to God of His love for His people.
These same stones will be used in the New Jerusalem which is described
in Revelation 21.

The breastplate, along with its pouch, contained the Urim and Thummim.
If the stones of the breastplate are a picture of the high priest
representing us before God, the Urim and Thummim are a picture of the
high priest representing God to us. The Urim and Thummim were two
objects (possibly stones or pieces of parchment) used as a means by
which God’s judgment might be made known. The meanings of “Urim”
and “Thummim” are “light” and “perfection,” respectively. The exact
manner which they were used is not known today; however, one
tradition, based on the meanings of the words Urim and Thummim,
states that the Urim and Thummim would light up the gems of the
breastplate in a specific manner, allowing the high priest to discern an
answer for one who inquired. We know that they were used to
determine God’s light in a matter or His perfect will. We see an example
of its use in 1 Samuel 14:41-42. We see here that the word “lot” is used to
describe it, although this term may be deceptive. There was no chance or
luck involved; the decision was completely in the hands of God
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(1 Samuel 28:6). After the days of David, we no longer read about them in
God’s Word. Those stones seem quite the mystery; scholars feel that this
too, like the ephod, may have been used before the time of Moses.

The breastplate worn by the priest was worn over the chest. We see that
this covered his heart. Scripture tells us that we are to guard our hearts
(Proverbs 4:23). It’s our hearts that lie and are deceitful (Matthew 15:19). It
is our hearts that the enemy of our soul wishes to have control over. So
when battling the enemy, we are to put on the breastplate of
righteousness (Ephesians 6:14). It is our protection, guarding our hearts.
The heart is the center of our emotions. It is with the heart that we love
or we hate, we forgive or we resent, we judge or we show mercy. We are
to judge according to righteousness (Leviticus 19:15, Proverbs 31:9). We
are to put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience like we would put on clothing (Colossians 3:12). We are to wrap
ourselves in these virtues and live by them daily. When we live by these
virtues, our hearts are protected from the accusing finger of the enemy
(Ephesians 6:11).

The Robe

“You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. There shall be an opening at
its top in the middle of it; around its opening there shall be a binding of woven
work, like the opening of a coat of mail, so that it will not be torn. You shall
make on its hem pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet material, all
around on its hem, and bells of gold between them all around.”
Exodus 28:31-33

This next piece of clothing is called “the robe of the ephod.” It was the
robe that the ephod was worn over. The robe was quite unique with its
bells and pomegranates on the hem. The bells were for the purpose that
the people could hear them and know that the High Priest was
ministering before God. This way the people could pray and repent as he
was officiating in their name. Also, they would know that he was not
struck dead by God, but that God was receiving his offering.

The Talmud (the collective work of the oral Torah) interprets the priestly
garments this way: as sacrifices make atonement, so do the priestly
vestments make atonement. The coat atoned for bloodshed (Genesis
37:31), the breeches for lewdness (Exodus 28:42), the head covering for
arrogance (“let an article placed high up come and atone for an offense of
hauteur”) the girdle for impure meditations of the heart “beneath which it
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was placed,” the breastplate for neglect of civil laws (“a breastplate of
judgment,” Exodus 28:15), the ephod for idolatry (Hosea 3:4), the head
piece for brazenness (Jeremiah 3:3, “brazen look” and “forehead” are two
translations of the word metsach in this verse), and the robe for slander
(“let an article of sound [the sound of the bells] come and atone for an
offense of sound”). From this it seems that the rabbis considered the
actual vestments worn by the High Priest on Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement) to be in some way involved with making atonement. Now if
you consider Yeshua as our High Priest, He also entered into the Holy of
Holies and made atonement for us; and did He not enter into that sacred
place with all His glory and splendor like those garments represent
(Hebrews 6:19-20)?

How about the pomegranates? Well, a pomegranate contains 613 seeds
representing the 613 commandments of Torah; thus this is a picture of
the high priest carrying a constant reminder of the Torah on his clothing.

The Head Piece

“You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the
engravings of a seal, 'Holy to the LORD.'… It shall be on Aaron's forehead, and
Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons of Israel
consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his
forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.”
Exodus 28:36, 38

The head piece or crown was made of solid gold, and upon the head
piece it was written “Holy to the Lord.” The priest was able to draw close
with the name of God upon him and thus would bring acceptance to the
people of Israel before God. We also approach God by His Name, for all
our prayers are in the name of Yeshua. So the head piece was upon
Aaron’s forehead so that he would bring forgiveness for the sacred
offerings that the children of Israel consecrated. “And it shall be on his
head always to bring them favor before the Lord.” One day, Yeshua will
wear the golden crown of splendor upon His forehead.

The Tunic

“You shall weave the tunic of checkered work of fine linen...”
Exodus 28:39

Not much is said about the tunic. The tunic was made of white linen. The
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word used here for linen is shesh, which literally means “six.” This meant
that the thread used in this garment was a six-ply linen thread. It was
worn closest to the body and it represented purity. It teaches us that no
one may approach God with impurity/sin. Yeshua was our High Priest,
and He was blameless and pure, without sin. Yeshua Himself wore a
one-piece tunic which was like the priests’, and it was this that the
soldiers cast lots for at His crucifixion (John 19:23-24).

The Head Covering

“...and you shall make caps for them, for glory and for beauty.”
Exodus 28:40

There were two different types of head coverings. The priests wore one
type, of which Josephus writes that it was a flattish cap of woven linen
that was wrapped repeatedly around part of the head like a turban and
then it hung down on the back. The high priest wore a beautiful wound
turban around his full head, and it then hung down on his back, and the
gold headpiece was placed upon it. Yet the turban and head piece left
enough room on the forehead for the tefillin. The covering of the head
spoke of submission. It symbolized humility before God. Because the
entire priesthood wore some sort of covering on their heads, this is why
Jews wear a covering on their heads even till today.

We too are to cover our heads. We are to put on salvation as our
covering. Part of the Armor of God is the helmet of salvation. This is to
protect our minds. Paul tells us that we are to pray about everything and
not to be anxious, for then the peace of God will guard our minds and
hearts (Philippians 4:6-7). We are to think about only good things, things
of good repute, things that are honorable and lovely, that are true and
right; and we are to put our thoughts on heavenly things, not on things of
this world because Yeshua, our salvation, has delivered us from sin and
death (Colossians 3:2-3). God has now brought us out of darkness into
His light. By dwelling on what is good, we will not allow the seeds of sin
to grow in our hearts. Protecting our minds is protecting our hearts!

On the head piece was written “Holy to the Lord,” and we too have the
name of Yeshua written on our foreheads. The Aaronic priest would give
a blessing in which he would raise his hands and form them like the
letter Shem ,(ש) which stands for The Name; and when he did this, God
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said, “I will put My name upon My people” (Numbers 6:22-27). We find
that Yeshua, right before He ascended back to heaven, lifted up His hands
and blessed them. When He did this, He was actually putting His name
upon them through the priestly blessing (Luke 24:50).

Covering one’s head speaks of humility. I know that Paul, in
1 Corinthians 11:7, speaks of this—that if a man prays with his head
covered he disgraces himself. But my opinion is if a man disgraces
himself by covering his head when he prays, then God has led His people
into disgrace, for God had the priests all cover their heads, and Yeshua
Himself covered His head when He prayed. In fact, Paul covered his head
when he prayed because he himself said that he kept Torah to the letter
(Acts 28:17). In Zechariah 3:3-5 we see that after the filthy rags were
taken off Joshua the high priest, he was given a clean turban. So once
again, if this was true, God would not have had His priests cover their
heads. But what we need to understand is that Paul spoke and taught
according to rabbinic thinking. What Paul was talking about was that a
man was to be a covering for his wife and not vice versa. We see this in
Ephesians 5:23 that the husband was to be the head of the wife to
sanctify her. Again, Paul refers to the fact that he was speaking in
reference to Yeshua, who is the head or the covering of the redeemed.

Humility, which the head covering represents, is what we are to strive
toward. The writer writes, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). You see, God is a holy God, and
we are to enter into His presence with humility.

The Breeches

“You shall make for them linen breeches to cover their bare flesh; they shall
reach from the loins even to the thighs.”
Exodus 28:42

The breeches were like pants. They went from the hip to the thigh. Some
commentaries refer to them as pants; others call them underwear.
Nevertheless, the reason for them was for modesty. It was to cover up
any potential nakedness when the priest would ascend to the altar.
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Vestments of Splendor

“You shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for
beauty.”
Exodus 28:2

God referred to the priest’s garments not only as garments of sanctity
and garments of glory, but garments of splendor. “Splendor” could be
translated as “beauty.” These garments added beauty to the sanctuary.
These garments had the finest embroidery and stitch work, detailed
weaving, and handiwork. But what also added to the beauty were the
colors. The colors of the sanctuary were the same colors of the priestly
garments. We are going to look at these colors and what they
symbolized.

Gold: Gold is the purest metal and is often used in
connection with royalty. This showed that the priesthood
was a royal priesthood.

Blue: The sky blue color in Hebrew is called techelet. Blue
was to represent heaven. It is also the same color as the

tzitzit (the cords which are worn on the four corners of the
garments). The priest’s robe was made of this blue. So like

the tzitzit, it is a reminder to follow Torah; the priest’s robe

was like one big tzitzit to remind the people to follow Torah.

Now, this blue was made from the blood of the chilazon.

The chilazon was a Mediterranean snail. It was very rare. It
took 12,000 snails to produce 1.4 grams of dye.
Scarlet: Scarlet is a color to remind us of our human nature.
The high priest then represented mankind. The crimson
color was produced by a worm called the crimson worm.
The crimson red was called tola’at shani.
Purple: Purple was a combination of the blue and scarlet.
Again, because of the difficulty in making this color, it was a
sign of royalty. This dark red color which resembled purple
was called argaman. This too was made from the same snail
as the blue; the only difference was this dye was exposed
longer to sunlight.
White: White represents purity; it’s on this basis that we
come to God.
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What a Picture!
Now, the Hebrew word for “splendor” means beauty, but it means much
more. The same root word is also used in Isaiah 61:3 & 10 to refer to the
Bridegroom. Specifically, it refers to the beautiful headwear a
bridegroom used to wear. So it would seem that the picture that God was
painting was one of a beautifully dressed bridegroom serving his bride in
their little house, the Mishkan (the tabernacle). So here we have our Great
High Priest Yeshua, who serves His Bride Israel, and those who have been
grafted in, the redeemed, in their little house, represented by several
things like the sukkah or the tabernacle of our hearts; and most of all, we
too are being built up into a spiritual dwelling, a holy temple where our
Great High Priest will reside full of glory and splendor (1 Peter 2:5).

What a picture of such glory and majestic beauty—the Bride and the
Bridegroom, the Great High Priest ministering at the heavenly altar! But
what does this have to do with us being a Royal Priesthood? Well, we too
have clothing that we are to wear (Revelation 19:8), and we too must
minister at the altar (Hebrews 13:10). And the purpose of the priesthood
was to lead the people in their act of worship, which was done by their
sacrifices.

Righteousness

The priests wore an ephod, robe, tunic, and a sash. Scripture tells us that
we are to robe ourselves in righteousness (Ephesians 4:24). We see in
Revelation 19:8 that the righteous are clothed in white linen, which
represents their righteous acts. So what is righteousness? Righteousness
is when we comprehend holy principles and live by them. It’s purity of
heart, conforming one’s heart to Divine law. Righteousness is justice,
honesty, virtue with holy affection. Righteousness is being free from guilt
and sin in accordance to Divine law. Righteousness is obtained only in
Yeshua, for our righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). God’s
sanctuary is all about holiness and purity. We see this in the Book of
Zechariah. This book speaks about the Messianic Age. The book starts
with a call to repentance, much like John the Baptist who preceded
Yeshua. Without repentance, one can not minister before the Lord. The
Psalmist writes, “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who may
stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who
has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully”
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(Psalm 24:3-4). As we see in chapter 2 of Zechariah, the people are told
to flee Babylon, which stands for the world and its ways. This is
important because we can not serve two masters. We must forsake the
world and be transformed by the renewing of our minds. We are to place
our minds on things above, not on things below.

Then in chapter 3, we see Joshua the high priest standing before the
Angel of the Lord. This is such great insight into the spiritual realm.
Joshua was clothed in filthy rags (sin) and those rags were removed.
Scripture tells us that we are to take off the old man of corruption
(Ephesians 4:22). We are to put off things like anger, wrath, malice,
slander, abusive speech, immorality, impurity, evil desires, greed, and
idolatry and put on the new man of righteousness, being clothed now in
Yeshua (Colossians 3:8-9), for our lives are now hidden in Him
(Colossians 3:3). It’s no longer I who lives, but Yeshua who lives in me
(Galatians 2:20). Joshua is told, “See I have removed your iniquity and
clothed you with festive robes” (Zechariah 3:4). You see, when we repent
and return to God’s ways, He then removes our filthy rags, which is our
sin, and He then clothes us in clean garments of holiness and
righteousness, which are the festive robes, much like garments of the
Bride and Bridegroom.

If you remember, we saw that these garments of splendor referred to the
garments of the bridegroom. These are the garments of the priesthood.
These are the garments of the service of the Lord. Scripture tells us that
when the Bridegroom (Yeshua) comes for the Bride (the redeemed), the
bride will be clothed in these festive garments. They will be white linen
(purity) and they will be without spot or wrinkle, blameless and holy, now
washed clean in the blood of Yeshua (Revelation 19:8). He is our covering
that we put on. It is His righteousness that we wear. We also see from the
book of Zechariah that standing before God was also the accuser of the
brethren (Zechariah 3:1). So serving at the altar of God can also include
an encounter with the accuser of our soul. So our garments are holy and
festive, but also garments of a warrior, for our service to the Lord
requires us to fight a spiritual battle as well as doing the work of the
Kingdom.

The Sash
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“...and you shall make a sash, the work of a weaver.”
Exodus 28:39

The sash was worn around the middle. We too have a sash that we
wear—it is better known as truth. We are to put on truth as part of the
Armor of God (Ephesians 6:14). Scripture tells us that God would send
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth (John 15:26). So when we are led by the
Spirit and walk with the Spirit, we are walking in truth and righteousness.
Without truth we cannot enter the Kingdom of God, for Yeshua said that
He was the way to eternal life, and that way was walking in truth ( John
14:6). Of course, we know that Yeshua is the Word, and the Word is truth
(John 1:14). The middle of our body is the center of gravity to us. We are
securely planted when the middle of the body is straight. So placing truth
around our middle, which is the center of gravity, means that we will be
balanced and we will not fall. It is like the foundation of a building: if the
foundation is good then the building will stand straight and tall and will
not topple over. This is what truth is to us when we put truth on as our
sash around our middle; we will stand straight and tall and not topple
over.

Gospel Shoes

Of course, we can’t forget the Scripture that says, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news” (Isaiah 52:7). Again, setting our minds
on what is good protects our minds and hearts, and the beginning of that
good news is repentance; if we repent, turn from our sins, and take off
those dirty garments of the old man and put on the new man, the clean
white garments, clothing ourselves in Yeshua, being covered by His
blood, living in newness of life which is righteousness, and wearing the
breast piece that covers our hearts and putting on salvation on our heads,
walking in humility with the Name of Yeshua on our foreheads, with
truth around our middle, this will give us a picture of who we are in
Yeshua as we stand before God at His altar. This is what the Gospel is all
about! These are the shoes that we are to walk in. Without these
garments we can not stand before God. If there is something not right in
our lives, we must make it right. Yeshua said, “If your brother has
anything against you leave your gift at the altar and go make things right
first.” (Matthew 5:24). God is a holy God, and we too are to be holy,
bringing praise and renown to His Name.
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Are you wearing the vestments of the priesthood? Are your garments
white and clean? Maybe you did not realize that we are to minister to
God daily at His altar. People think that we can come as we are; well,
that's true when you first come to find Yeshua as your Lord and Savior,
but then He cleanses you and gives you the garments of the priesthood.
Today, if your garments are soiled, quickly stop where you are and
repent, turn back to truth and righteousness, and Yeshua, who is our
faithful High Priest who lives to make intercession on our part (Hebrews
7:25), will take those filthy garments off of you and give you the clean
garments of the priesthood, the garments of service. He will welcome
you to His altar where you can come and minister to Him in His presence
once again.
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The Tabernacle: God's Divine Purpose
“Our Fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who
spoke to Moses directed him to make according to the pattern which he had
seen.”
Acts 7:44

Our journey has now brought us to the tabernacle. Moses has received
the Torah (instructions), the people affirmed that they would keep all of
God's commandments, and now God is giving them the tabernacle,
which included the priesthood and the sacrifices. As we will see, this
whole system which God gives the people of Israel is for the purpose of

worship, prayer, and holiness:“Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs
the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple
worship and the promises” (Romans 9:4). God shows Moses the
heavenly tabernacle and instructs him to build the earthly version exactly
as he saw on the mountain. The tabernacle was like heaven come down
to earth; it was like the throne-room of God among men.

Keep in mind that the tabernacle is not the same as the temple that will
be built later. Although they both follow the same model (the heavenly
tabernacle), the temple had additional floors and rooms for the priests.

As believers, we tend to think of the tabernacle as something that was
only relevant in the past; but as we shall see in this study, the tabernacle
is ordained by God for all to come and draw near. The heavenly temple is
still in action today: “After these things I looked, and the temple of the
tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened, and the seven angels who
had the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and
bright, and girded around their chests with golden sashes” (Revelation
15:5-6). Since this service is still in operation, it is important for us to
understand as much as we can about these things by studying the earthly
tabernacle, which is a “form and the shadow of these things that are in
Heaven”  (Hebrews 8:5).

Let's Honor God With Our Giving

God begins His building project with a contribution: “Then the Lord
spoke to Moses, saying, 'Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for
Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My
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contribution'” '(Exodus 25:1-2). We want to note that God only wanted

those who had a heart for God: “God loves a cheerful giver”
(2 Corinthians 9:7). God then tells His people what He wants them to
give, which is nothing less than items of great value—gold, silver, brass,
and jewels.

These were all items collected from the Egyptians before they fled Egypt.
Yet God did not demand these items, but asked from those who had a
willing heart. Is this not true of tithing? We feel that we worked for our
money, so why should we give it to the church? As believers, we think
that we can give God what we want to give Him; but God requires of us
what He deems right—maybe our money, maybe our time, maybe even
our lives, for He is the builder of not only our faith, but the spiritual
house that He is building. 1 Peter 2:5 says, “You also, as living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Messiah Yeshua.” God tells
the people that He wants them to construct a sanctuary for Him so that
He may dwell among them. When God said, “Make Me a sanctuary (or

mishkan in Hebrew),” what He was saying was that He not only wanted to
dwell with man, but to have an intimate relationship with him.
Remember, just a few chapters back God had betrothed Israel (Exodus
19:4-6).

We see over and over again that God tells Moses to construct the
tabernacle according to the pattern that was shown to him on the
mountain of the Lord (Exodus 25:9, 40; 26:30; Acts 7:44). God, the great
architect, shows Moses nothing other than the heavenly tabernacle
which was created at the beginning of time (Hebrews 8:2, 5). This
heavenly temple is in operation today—right now, this very moment—and
this is where we begin our journey to understand the meaning of the
tabernacle. Moses saw this temple, and so did Isaiah, and even Paul and
John; and now you will see it with your spiritual eyes.

The tabernacle was divided into three parts: the outer courts, the Holy
Place, and the Holy of Holies, which is the holiest place on earth. This is
where Moses begins to record his conversation with God.

So let's get building!
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The Outer Court
There is little difference between the tabernacle which was in the
wilderness at the time of Moses and the temple. There was a gate on the
east side of the tabernacle. This is not a gate as we may imagine; it
consists of decorated curtains. Upon entering the gate/curtain of the
tabernacle, one would arrive at the outer court. It is here at the gate that
our worship begins. The Psalmist writes, “Lift up your heads, O gates, and
be lifted up, O ancient doors that the King of glory may come in! Who is
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory” (Psalm

24:7-10). The Psalmist also writes, “How lovely are your dwelling places, O
Lord of hosts! My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the
Lord” (Psalm 84:1-2). And how are we to enter in, but with thanksgiving
and praise? The foremost way in which the people would joyfully enter
was reciting the Hallel. The Hallel consists of Psalms 113-118, sometimes

also including Psalm 136, which is known as the Great Hallel. While it is

unknown who exactly wrote the Hallel, traditionally it is believed to have
originated with Moses and the Israelites after the exodus from Egypt.
Regardless of its author(s), the Hallel was, and still is, either sung or
chanted as a prayer of thanksgiving for God's faithfulness. During the
time of the Temple, the Levites would recite the Hallel, as would the
pilgrims entering Jerusalem. If this was the case for the temple, and if the

Hallel was written by Moses, then it is possible that it was this very song
that was sung upon entering the gates of the tabernacle. Whether it was

the Hallel or some other song of praise, we see that the only way we can
come through the gate is with thankfulness and praise.

The gate or the door into the tabernacle is very significant because
Yeshua said that He was the Door/gate (John 10:7) and there is no other

way to enter in, except through Him. Yeshua said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me” (John
14:6). The gate/curtain was the only way into the tabernacle.

Exodus 26:1 tells us that the curtains of the outer court were made of fine
white linen and were seven-and-a-half feet tall. The linen curtains speak
of the robes of righteousness the bride of Yeshua will wear on her
wedding day (Revelation 19:6-9). Remember, we saw that these robes
were worn also by the priests and they were called garments of splendor,
beauty, and glory.
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When surveying the outer court, you would see the Bronze Altar and the
Bronze Laver. The outer court was the place for atonement, worship, and
cleansing in preparation to meet God.

The Bronze/Brazen Altar
“And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits
wide, the altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. And you shall
make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be one piece with it, and you
shall overlay it with bronze.”
Exodus 27:1-2

When you enter the courtyard, the first thing you come upon is the
bronze altar, also called the brazen altar. You may also hear it referred to
as the copper altar; this is because bronze is mostly copper mixed with
another metal.

The altar is not completely made of bronze, but rather the structure was
formed from acacia wood and then covered with bronze. Also matching
this description are the two poles which were used to move the altar. The
altar itself was about 7.5 feet long and wide (a square) and about 4.5 feet
high. It had a horn at each of the corners of the top face. These horns
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were both symbolic and practical. Horns were a symbol of power—in this
case, the power of God. These horns also were used to tie down larger
offerings. There was a grate halfway up from the earth inside for the
ashes to fall through. The utensils used along with the altar, which
included various hooks, forks, pans, and shovels, were made solely of
bronze and were used in regular service on the altar.

The altar of sacrifice, as it was also called, being made of acacia wood
overlaid with bronze, is a picture of Yeshua bearing the sins of man on
the cross. The blood of the sacrifice was poured out upon the ground at
the base of the altar, which was a picture of the shedding of Yeshua’s
blood being poured out for us. The altar was the place where the people
came to draw near to God.

While sacrifice is itself inherent to the workings of the tabernacle, we see
that it was already a common practice before this time. In fact, the first
sacrifice is often understood as having taken place in the Garden of Eden:
“The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and
clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). We see this throughout the Torah that God’s
people, like Noah and the Patriarchs, would build an altar and sacrifice to
God for one reason or another; but through this they would draw near to
God. It was only through their sacrifices that they could draw near to
God. Their sins had to be atoned for. Scripture tells us that there is no
remission of sin without the shedding of blood (Hebrews 9:22).

The altar was used all day long to make the various sacrifices for the

people: “Fire shall be kept burning continually on the altar; it is not to go
out” (Leviticus 6:13). The name used to identify it aptly describes the
actions which would take place here—the word which we translate as

“altar” is the Hebrew word mizbeach, which literally means “slaughter
place.” It was here that the sacrificial system was put into action.

The word “sacrifice” has a somewhat negative connotation in the English
language. We define it as a giving up or destruction of something

important to us. In Hebrew, the word we translate as “sacrifice” is korban,
which roughly means “to draw near.” The sacrificial system, along with
the rest of the tabernacle, was a way for people to have a relationship
with the holy God. When the sacrifice was combined with a penitent
spirit, the death of the animal symbolized the offerer's own death to his
animal, sinful nature. At the same time, the sin of the offerer was
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transferred to that animal, which then bore the punishment of that sin:
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the
altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of
the life that makes atonement” (Leviticus 17:11).

The two types of basic sacrifices were the sin offering and the peace
offerings (which not only included the peace offerings, but also the grain
offerings and burnt offerings). Since Yeshua, we no longer need to bring a
sin offering because it is through the blood of Yeshua that we can now
draw near to God (Hebrews 10:15-25). His atoning sacrifice for our sins
was once and for all (Hebrews 10:10). Now, we cannot confuse the sin
offering with repentance. We still need to turn from our sins. Paul writes

in Romans 6:1-2,“What then? Shall we sin because we are not saved by
the law but by grace? May it never be!”

He also says, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the
knowledge of truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins but a
certain terrifying expectation of judgment” (Hebrews 10:26). Sin
separates us from God, but repentance brings us back into that right
standing with Him. Isaiah writes in Isaiah 1:16-20:

Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; remove the evil of
your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, learn to do
good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless; defend the orphan,
plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together,
though your sins are scarlet, they will be white as snow;
though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool if
you consent and obey.

Accepting Yeshua’s sacrifice on our behalf should make us broken and
contrite to think that a holy God loved us so much that He took our place,
He took our punishment. So that should lead us to the peace offering or
the thanksgiving offering, which it can also be called. A peace offering
was always made with the sin offering. You see, true repentance will
always lead us to true thanksgiving. The Psalmist writes, “To Thee I shall
offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon the name of the Lord”
(Psalm 116:17). True repentance bears the “fruit of repentance,” which is
our righteous deeds, represented by our white garments. No longer do
we do those dead works and ungodly deeds. The writer of the Book of
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Hebrews tells us, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the
Messiah, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of
repentance from dead works and faith toward God” (Hebrews 6:1). The
Word of God is alive and active; it is a two-edged sword, and when we
read God’s Word and apply it to our lives, then the Word cleanses us
because it changes us.

So now that the tabernacle and the temple are not here, does that mean
we no longer have sacrifices? Let’s take a closer look.

Today's Sacrifices of the Priesthood
When the Temple was destroyed, the sages had to figure out what would
replace the sacrifices. Well, the morning and evening prayers always
coincided with the morning and evening sacrifices, so they figured that
those would still remain. The three things that replaced the sacrifices

were then teshuvah (repentance), tzedakah (righteous deeds, charity), and

tephillin (prayer), all three representing the sacrifices—all three steps of
holiness. The period between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is called
the High Holy Days. It is a time to consider your deeds. It is a time for

teshuvah, tzedakah, and tephillin. It is believed, traditionally, that on Rosh
Hashanah the books are opened in heaven, and this is the time for us to
be sure that our names are written in the Book of Life before they are
closed at the end of Yom Kippur. There is so much written in God’s Word
about these subjects, so we will only briefly look at all three. We have
already looked at repentance, so now we are going to look at only one
righteous deed, for there are so many. We are going to look at charity.

Charity

Tzedakah is the Hebrew word for righteousness. When we repent of our
sins, then we go from doing dead works to righteous deeds, one being

giving. Paul talks about charity. In Philippians 4:18 he says, “But I received
everything in full, and have abundance; I am amply supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an
acceptable sacrifice.” For the disciples of Yeshua, charity is not an option.
Yeshua placed great emphasis on the commandment of charity; many of
His parables and teachings centered on this important topic. In fact,
Yeshua taught that if someone asks of you, you are to give to him, and do
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not turn him away. We are commanded especially to give to those who
cannot repay us. He taught that our money is not our own, but that it
belongs to God, and we cannot serve two masters. He told the rich,
young ruler to sell all he had and give it to the poor, and then come
follow Him. Paul tells us that God loves a cheerful giver. But when we
give, we should do it in secret, not letting our right hand know what our
left hand is doing. The sages taught that there are eight levels of charity,
listed here from greatest expression of charity to least.

1. Giving a gift/loan to a fellow Jew or helping him find
employment.
2. Giving to the poor while both the giver and the recipient
are unaware of the others identity.
3. Giving to someone while the giver knows to whom he is
giving, but the recipient is unaware of who he is receiving
from.
4. Giving to someone while the giver is unaware of who he
is giving to, but the recipient knows who he is receiving
from.
5. Giving to someone directly, but without being asked to.
6. Giving to someone directly after being asked.
7. Giving to someone inadequately, but with joy and a smile.
8. Giving unwillingly.

Yeshua and His disciples would have known this teaching, for they taught
from the same eight steps.

Living Sacrifices
Scripture tells us that we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices,
acceptable to God, which is our spiritual service of worship. You see, as
true disciples of Yeshua, we too must lay down our lives as He did. He is
our example. Yeshua said that we are to follow Him. Scripture makes it
clear that if we choose to save our lives we will lose them, but if we
choose to lose our lives then we will save them. As priests, we must lay
down our lives on the altar of God and let God consume us. You see, the
sacrificial altar now represents Yeshua, and we are to lay our lives upon
Him. Galatians 2:19-21 tells us, “It is no longer I who live but Messiah
Yeshua who lives in me.” Our lives are now hidden in Him. Yeshua was
the perfect Lamb of God. He was without blemish, which was required
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by God’s law, and we too are to be without “spot or wrinkle” ( Ephesians
5:27) as we lay our lives down upon the altar. Is this not the Bride that
Yeshua is coming back for?

Sacrifices and Offerings
We must understand that the earthly temple and its worship was a
shadow of the heavenly temple in heaven. The sole purpose of the
sacrifices was to bring the people before God, and the priest was to be
the one to assist the one offering the sacrifice. Today there is no temple,
so how do we draw near to God? By the sacrifice of Yeshua. He is our
sacrifice and our High Priest who assists us when we draw near to God.

The Peace Offering
The thanksgiving offering, freewill offerings, and the Passover lamb were
all peace offerings. As believers in the one true living God, disciples of
Yeshua (Jesus), we must be thankful for all that God has given us through
His Son Yeshua. The Bible tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything
give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Messiah Yeshua. ” So what
exactly is thanksgiving? Let’s take a closer look; for if this is what the will
of God is for us, then we must totally understand its meaning.

Webster's dictionary tells us “to give thanks” is an expression of gratitude.

The noun to be thankful or thanks is from the Greek word charis which
means grace, favor, kindness, goodwill, or graciousness. This is why
when we pray before our meals we call it "saying grace.” The Greek word

eucharistia is where we get the English word Eucharist, which denotes
gratitude and thankfulness. The Eucharist is a sacrament of the Catholic
church, and is known as Communion in other Christian churches. So
now let’s look closer at all of this and see what it all means for believers.

We want to start with the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb and giving
thanks. The Passover lamb was a peace offering, shelamim in Hebrew.
You may have heard the word “Shalom” which means peace. Ephesians
2:14 tells us, “For He (Yeshua) Himself is our peace.” As believers, we
know that Yeshua is our atonement. He is our sin offering (Hebrews
10:8‐10), but He is our Passover Lamb also (1 Corinthians 5:7).
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These are two different kinds of offerings, and yet I suppose in some
respects they are the same, because the sin offering reconciles us to God,
which brings us peace. The peace offering was a voluntary offering and
was never offered for sin or for forgiveness, but it was made in
thanksgiving or in gratitude in response to God’s favor. Leviticus 3:1 tells
us, “Now if his offering is a sacrifice of peace, and if he is going to offer
out of the herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without defect
before the Lord.”

So first we must understand that this offering was just as important as
any offering to God, and that meant that the animal had to be without any
blemishes or defects. We can not give God our leftovers or rejections, but
what is precious or important to us; in other words, it must have value.
Yeshua was our Passover Lamb, our peace offering, and the Bible tells us
that He was without sin (Hebrews 9:13‐14): He was spotless, without
blemish, the perfect Lamb of God. Unlike the sin offering, the peace
offering was not totally burnt up; only the choice fat was burnt on the
altar. The meat of the sacrifice was divided between the person who
brought the peace offering and the priest who offered it on the altar.

So the peace offering, thanksgiving offering, and the freewill offering
were an opportunity to share in the table of the Lord. It was a shared
meal between the offeror and his family, even his friends, the priesthood,
and God Himself. It was a time of fellowship between God and man.
Peace offerings were made in conjunction with the festivals. Families
would come to Jerusalem and offer their offerings, including their peace
offering, and enjoy God’s Appointed Times with their family and friends.
Maybe this is where the tradition of the festival meals came from.

Messiah Our Sacrifice
So we have seen that Yeshua is our Passover Lamb, which is one of the
peace offerings. We also learned that the peace offering was a voluntary
offering. Yeshua said that He gave up His life; no one took it from Him
(John 10:11, 15, 17‐18). We also learned that the peace offering was a
shared meal. Yeshua, when celebrating the Passover Seder (which is a
meal commemorating the redemption of Israel out of Egypt, the meal
that He was partaking in when He said to His disciples, “When you do
this, remember Me [in My crucifixion],” Luke 22:19‐20), said that He was
the Passover lamb, the peace offering, and we are to eat of Him and drink
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of His blood, symbolically representing the shared meal at the table of
the Lord, the Passover Seder (John 6:48‐58).

So if a peace offering was in response to God’s favor, then what did that
have to do with the Passover lamb and Yeshua, who is our Passover
lamb? During the first Passover, the people were to place the blood of the
Passover lamb on the lintels of the door frame for protection so that the
death angel would pass over them during the last plague of Egypt, the
plague of the death of the first born, thus reconciling them to God,
redeeming them from Pharaoh; and so too with Yeshua: He has
reconciled us to God, redeeming us by His shed blood, covering us
(Colossians 1:18‐20), thus taking us out of the kingdom of darkness and
bringing us into His kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13).

We are no longer slaves to our sins (leaven), and we are no longer in
bondage to Satan (Pharaoh). Scripture tells us that while we were still
sinners, Yeshua died for us (Romans 5:8). Thus God’s favor was towards
us, and thus the peace offering was offered, and for this we are to be
thankful!

So Give Thanks
Do you know the song? “I will enter your gates with thanksgiving in my
heart. I will enter your courts with praise. I will say this is the day that the
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!” Giving thanks was a central
part of Judaism. The prayer life of Jewish people is filled with
thanksgiving. The Psalmist continually tells us to give thanks. In fact,
Psalm 118 is what the people would sing as they went up to the house of

the Lord. “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His lovingkindness is
everlasting.” It was the Father’s great love that sent Yeshua to die for us.
We see in the life of Messiah that He always gave thanks (Matthew 15:36,
Matthew 26:27) and all throughout the Apostolic Scriptures we are told
to continually give thanks (1 Corinthians 15:57; 1 Thessalonians 5:18;

1 Timothy 2:1, to mention a few), and Hebrews 13:15 tells us, “Through
Him (Yeshua our High Priest) then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.”

We too are to bring our peace sacrifice, for Yeshua has reconciled us to God.
We even see a scene in the heavenly temple: the four living creatures giving

thanks with the twenty four elders (Revelation 4:9‐10, 11:17).
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As we began this study, we saw in 1 Thessalonians 4:18 that it is the will of
God for us to give thanks in everything. But Romans 1:21 tells us, “For
even though they knew God they did not honor Him as God, nor gave
thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish
heart was darkened.” We do not want to neglect this commandment to
give thanks in all things, for there will be consequences for those who do
not appreciate God’s loving gift of salvation to us. Every day we must give
thanks; when we rise in the morning and lay our heads down at night, we
must give thanks; and at the table of the Lord, no matter if it is the kitchen
table eating our meals, the Communion table, or the altar that we come
to for prayer, we must give thanks with a grateful heart for all that our
Father has given us through our Messiah Yeshua.

The Grain Offering
The grain offering was also called the meal offering or the cereal offering,
because it was made from fine flour. The grain offering was a gift given to
God much like the peace offering was given as a gift of thanks. The

Hebrew word used was mincha, or korban. In Genesis 43 we see Jacob

telling his sons to take a mincha (gift) to the governor of Egypt, which was
Joseph, his long-lost son. So the grain offering should be called the gift
offering. We also see this tribute given when Yeshua the King was born,

and the three wise men each brought Him a mincha of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. The ingredients of a grain offering were grain
(usually wheat flour), frankincense, and olive oil. The offering was
unleavened like the Passover matzah. It was baked or deep fried or even
left uncooked. The grain offering was brought by those who were poor
and could not bring other sacrifices. The grain offering was brought in
conjunction with the burnt offering and peace offerings. It was like the
bread that went along with the meal of the peace offering, and the

mincha was a voluntary gift like the peace offering. To understand the
meaning behind these offerings, we must first take a closer look at what
they consisted of first.

Different Types
The three types of public grain offerings were the twelve loaves of bread
that went on the table of showbread in the holy place of the temple, the
omer of wheat that was waved on the second day of Passover which
begins the fifty day counting of the omer to Pentecost, and the two loaves
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that are waved at Pentecost. All of these are offered by the priests. There
are four types of private grain offerings recommended by the Torah: (1)
the daily grain offering of the high priest according to Leviticus 6:14, (2) at
the consecration of priests according to Leviticus 6:20, (3) those offered
by the poor in substitution for a sin offering (Leviticus 5:11‐12), and (4)
that of jealousy (Numbers 5:15).

The Ritual of it All
In all baked grain offerings, an omer of the flour was made into ten
loaves, except when the high priest offered his offering, when it was
made into twelve loaves, which represented the twelve tribes of Israel.
The priest would bring the offering on a gold or silver dish in which it
was prepared and then place it upon a holy vessel (a consecrated vessel
of the temple) and put oil and frankincense on it. He would stand at the
southeastern corner of the altar, and he would take a handful of the
offering that was to be burned and place it on another vessel and place
some of the frankincense on it. Then he would walk up the stairs to the
top of the altar and salt it and then place it on the fire. The rest of the
offering belonged to the priests, except with the grain offering of the high
priest and at the consecration of a priest when the offering was totally
burned.

So why the salt? The salt was symbolic of the covenant. Every covenant
was made with salt because salt was a preservative and represented the
longevity of the covenant. Every grain offering was accompanied by a
drink offering of wine.

So What Does It All Mean?
Everything in the temple represents the Messiah, even the sacrifices and
the offerings. The grain offering was made without leaven because leaven
represents sin. Yeshua was a sinless sacrifice and the grain offering
represented that fact (1 Peter 2:21‐24, Hebrews 4:15). The portion that
was thrown into the fire represents Yeshua and His testings, and even
believers who are tested by fire (1 Peter 1:7, 4:12). The frankincense
symbolizes the beauty of the Lord and the prayers of the saints;
Revelation 5:8 speaks of the incense which was made from frankincense
(Exodus 30:34). The oil represents the anointing oil of the Holy Spirit and
Yeshua’s conception (Matthew 1:18, 3:13‐17, John 1:32). We too, as
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believers, are to live by the Spirit, and we are to offer ourselves as living
sacrifices without spot or blemish. (1 Peter 2:5, Galatians 5:25, Romans
12:1)

It starts with repentance, filled with the Holy Spirit, offering up our
sacrifices of praise. But what about those who do not bring their freewill
offering to God? They do not come and bow down and bring their gifts to
Him.

It’s Tradition!
In Matthew 15:5‐9 it says:

But you say that if a man says to his father or mother,
“Whatever help you might otherwise have received from
me is a gift devoted to God,” he is not to honor his father
with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for sake of your
tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he
prophesied about you: “These people honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from Me. They worship in vain;
their teachings are but rules taught by men.”

God does not want us to serve Him by just going through the motions. He
does not want us just to keep a set of rules for the sake of keeping rules,
but God wants our love. God loves a cheerful giver, and He wants us to
joyfully serve Him. He wants us to give joyfully because He came into this
world joyfully to give of Himself. He is our example, and we must follow
in His footsteps.

Let us bring our gifts to Him like the wise men who traveled a long
distance to humbly give their gifts to the King. We too must bring our
greatest gift to Him (and that is our lives), bring the sacrifice of praise
which is the fruit of our lips, praise our redeemer joyfully, and willingly
lay down our lives by crucifying our flesh so we may be resurrected as
our Lord was.

The grain offering, our Messiah, was unleavened, fragranced, and salted,
and so too we must be.
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The Guilt Offering

The guilt offering in Hebrew is called asham, and it means "reparation."
There were several types of guilt offerings for several different crimes.

The first is called the variable; these were usually things done that were
not known at first and then became known: 1) If a person did not offer
testimony in a court of law and held back information, 2) ritual impurity,
and 3) a forgotten oath which was not kept. All of these required the
person to confess the sin and repent and seek God for forgiveness and
offer the sacrifice. Why was this so important if in most cases the person
did not know or remember? Because doing wrong is still sin no matter if
we know it or not. If we are caught speeding, even if we did not know it
when the officer stops us, we are still guilty. And so that person who
sinned, even not knowing, entered into the sanctuary and defiled it.
God’s sanctuary is holy and must be kept holy.

The next is called the fixed guilt offering. This was for anyone who either
misused the holy things of the Lord or took His name in vain by 1)
committing sacrilege unintentionally by misusing the holy things, 2)
committing sacrilege by attempting to use God’s name to conceal a
financial misdealing, or 3) committing sacrilege by having relations with a
married person. This person was guilty and was required to repent, repay
the value of damages plus a fifth of the value, and then offer the sacrifice.
The law of paying 120 percent applied to both Jews and God‐fearing
Gentile believers in the land of Israel when the temple and Levitical
system were in operation, but many believe that it still applies today, no
matter if you are in Israel or not.

The next guilt offering is called the uncertainty. This is when a person is
uncertain whether he has sinned, and to be on the safe side, he offers a
guilt offering of uncertainty, asham talui. They would call this sacrifice
the “hanging guilt offering,” because the offense that might have been
done would have required that person to be cut off from Israel. So
instead of leaving the person hanging, it was better to offer the sacrifice.
Yeshua tells the parable of the sheep and the goats, and when asked,
“Lord, when did we see you hungry or naked or imprisoned or sick?” He
replies, “When you do to one of these little ones you did to me”
(Matthew 25:31‐46). So when we cheat or steal or unintentionally neglect
or harm someone, we are also doing this to God.
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It was known among the Jewish people that Yeshua (Jesus) of Nazareth

was called the Talui or ha Tului, “the Hanged One,” meaning “the Crucified
One.” Anti‐Christian writings would use this description to imply
“uncertainty” regarding Yeshua being the Messiah. Isaiah 53:10 says,

“When His soul makes an offering for guilt (asham)....” Yeshua the

crucified one (talui) hung on the cross as an asham. This is where we get
the term a “Hung Jury,” because the jury is uncertain if the person is guilty
or not.

The guilt offering did not take away a person’s sins, it only averted the
consequences of his sacrilege; he still needed to make restitution where
it was needed to be made. A thief still was obligated to restore the stolen
article. Again, this applied to both Jews and Gentiles, and it applies even
today. We see this in the story of Zacchaeus. Yeshua was passing through
Jericho when a chief tax collector named Zacchaeus climbed up a
sycamore tree to get a glimpse of the Master, because Zacchaeus was
small in stature. When Yeshua looked up and saw him, He called to him
and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your
house.” Zacchaeus stopped and said to Yeshua, “Behold, Lord, half of my
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will give back to him four times as much.” And Yeshua said to
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a Son of
Abraham” (Luke 19:1-10).

Zacchaeus went above and beyond the required law, but when we love
God by keeping His commandments, His Laws are not troubling to us, for
we serve Him out of a thankful heart.

The Burnt Offering

Now we are going to look at the burnt offering. You could say that this is
the love offering. We celebrate Valentine’s Day and we give valentines as
tokens of our love for each other. Well, the burnt offering is just like that
Valentine.

The burnt offering was called the korban olah, which means “the
sacrifice that rises.” As we know, a sacrifice was for the purpose of
drawing near to God, and the burnt offering was for the sole purpose of
just that. Like every sacrifice, the animal was to be without defect or
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blemish. It had to be the best of the flock. This is why it was an outward
sign of one’s love and devotion to God, because when a person offered a
burnt offering, he offered it as an act of surrender to God. Unlike the
other offerings, this offering was totally burnt up, and there was nothing
for the offerer like there was with the peace offering or grain offering,
which allowed the offeror to partake of the offering. So because of this,
the smoke from the sacrifice went straight up, as to heaven, as a sweet
sacrifice to the Lord. We give gifts to those we love, and we don’t mind
what we spend for those gifts because we love them and we give to them
with great joy, and we wait to see their faces when they receive them. So
too the Jewish people came with songs of praise unto the house of the
Lord. It was a time of communion, a time of worship, a time for one to
not only give thanks but to act out his faith and trust in God that not only
will his sacrifice be accepted, but that God would meet his needs; after
all, he was giving God the best of his herd for no other reason than the
fact that he loved God.

This Can’t Be for Me

It was known that God‐fearing Gentiles also offered such offerings to the
God of Israel. So that leads us to today and to believers in the One true
living God of Israel. How much do we love God? How do we show it?
Well, Romans 12:1‐2, for one, tells us:

“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your service of worship; and do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

1 Peter 2:5 tells us, “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Messiah Yeshua (Jesus).”

Hebrews 13:16 tells us, “And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for
with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

Yeshua tells us, “If you love me, then keep My commandments” (John
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14:15, 21, 23, 1 John 5:3).

These are just a few; so now ask yourself, “How much do I love God?” Is it
enough to forsake all and follow him? Is it still fresh and new? Is it still
binding and true? Maybe you need to bring the Lord a new burnt
offering, renewing your commitment, love, and devotion. Maybe you
need to get back on the altar and continue being that living sacrifice for
the one you truly love.

The Sin Offering
We have looked at the different types of sacrificial offerings, and we have
seen that the thanksgiving, freewill, and Passover lamb were all peace
offerings. The peace offering was never offered for sin, yet Scripture tells
us that Yeshua (Jesus) is our Passover Lamb. So we must ask ourselves, “If
Yeshua is our Passover Lamb, how is He our sin offering?” Let’s first look
at sin to see exactly what it is.

Sin
“Sin” is a word that comes from the Greek which means to miss the mark,
as in archery. Sin is a transgression of the Torah. Sin is Lawlessness (1
John 3:4). Whether committed knowingly or unknowingly, sin keeps us
from having a proper relationship with God. Sacrifices were God’s way of
bringing a person close or drawing him near. The sacrifice was for the
sole purpose of worship. So when we become defiled by known or
unknown sin, we too must offer up an offering to become right again
with God. But you may say, “That is the Old Testament,” or, “That was
done away with; we now have Yeshua (Jesus).” Well, let’s take a close look
and gain some insight into all of this.

The Sin Offering
A person who brought the sin offering was not offering up his offering
voluntarily as with the peace, grain, and burnt offerings. A sin offering
was required when a person inadvertently committed a sin that would
require him being “cut off” from the community. There was a sin offering
for the nation and for the individual. The priest would offer a sin offering
for the sins of the nation for different reasons. For example, if the
priesthood declared that something was according to the Torah but then
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later realized that no, it was not, this would require a sin offering. Even
though it may have been the sin of the priesthood, it was still carried out
by the whole community. Then there was the sin of the individual. Maybe
a person unintentionally broke a commandment of Torah; he would
bring a sin offering when he realized his sin. Other types of sin offerings
are for a woman who has given birth to a child, a leper after being
cleansed, a nazarite who came into contact with a corpse, and a nazarite
who has completed the term of his vow.

These people are all required to offer up a chatat, or in English, a sin
offering. Why are these people required to give a sin offering even when
there is no sin committed? It is for the sole purpose of purification. You
see, a sin offering was made to purify the Sanctuary from certain types of
Levitical impurity and from the spiritual stain of sin. A person’s sins
spiritually contaminated the Sanctuary, even if a sinful or unclean person
entered into a holy place unknowingly. It would have to be purified, and
the sin offering removed the stain. The sin offering was never made for
atonement. A person did not bring an offering to clear his conscience or
to acquire forgiveness. Hebrews 10:4 tells us, “For it is impossible for the
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” Now if this sacrifice did not
pertain to us, then why was Yeshua our sin offering?

You see, there is the cleansing of the flesh, and there is the cleansing of
the spirit, the soul of man that lives on. Hebrews 9:13‐14 addresses this
issue, telling us that the blood of bulls and goats may cleanse the flesh,
but only the blood of Yeshua can cleanse our conscience from dead
works so that we may serve the living God. Yeshua’s offering was done in
the spiritual realm. How?

A Mystery
Paul tells the Colossians in chapter 1:26-27,

The mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to
whom God will make known what is the riches of glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Messiah in you,
the hope of glory.
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We want to look at one mystery of Messiah, and that is that He was slain
before the foundation of the world.

Revelation 13:8b tells us, “Everyone whose name has not been recorded
from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was
slain (in sacrifice) from the foundation of the world...” (Amplified Bible).

Some other versions say it this way: “And all who dwell on the earth will
worship Him, whose names have not been written in the book of Life of
the Lamb slain from the creation of the world.”

Revelation 5:6, 12 also tells us, “And I saw between the throne and the
elders a lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.”

We must understand that after Satan and all the rebellious angels who
followed him fell, it made the sanctuary unclean, and so the heavenly
temple needed to be cleansed. A sin offering had to be made. God in His
sovereignty knew that the devil was coming down to earth, and man
would also fall. Because we were also going to sin and needed to be
cleansed, Yeshua prepared the way. It is because of this that when Adam
and Eve sinned, God could sacrifice an animal; without the sacrifice of
Yeshua first, any other sacrifice would not have been accepted because
God always goes before man, not the other way around. Yeshua was the
Lamb, the sacrifice that was made. Scripture tells us that He entered into
the heavenly sanctuary, not with the blood of bulls and goats, but His
own blood which was sprinkled on the altar. Now, Yeshua still had to die
in the physical realm because the devil was the prince of this world, and
he had come down to cause men to fall. Before Yeshua died on the cross,
the innocent Lamb of God said, “It is finished.” In other words, it was
finished in the spiritual realm and now completed in the physical realm
and the veil could now be torn and the way for us to have access before
the throne of God was now available. We were reconciled with God.

This is a mystery, but the Bible does reveal to us that Yeshua was a sin
offering before the foundation of the world. The Scriptures do tell us that
the names were written in the Lamb's book of life before the foundation
of the world: “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4).
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Yeshua our Sin Offering
No man can come to the Father except through Yeshua.
2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us, “God made Him who knew no sin to be a sin
offering on our behalf, so that we might become righteous (or in right
standing) with God in Him.” Yeshua's shed blood purified the altar in
Heaven, and so it was done to cleanse us spiritually (Hebrews 9:22‐26).
When we come to God in prayer, we come in the name of Yeshua (Jesus),
and we draw near by His sacrifice, washed in His blood to cleanse us of
our sins. This is why it is important for us as believers to understand the
temple service and the duty of the priesthood; for we too are a royal
priesthood serving at the altar of God. We must understand that God and
purity go hand‐in‐hand. His sanctuary is holy, and we are to be holy
before God, for we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. No offering, be it the
sin offering, guilt offering, or the offering made on the Day of Atonement,
can bring cleansing without repentance from one’s sin and, of course, all
we do must be done in faith in Yeshua’s sacrifice for us.

“Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in the time of need”
(Hebrews 4:16).

“Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience” (Hebrews 10:22).

“Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them”
(Hebrews 7:19).

Let us remember that Yeshua is our Passover lamb, our peace offering,
and as Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 5:6‐8,

Do you not know that a little leaven (sin) leavens the whole
lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven (sin), that you may
be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened (without
sin); for Messiah our Passover Lamb also has been
sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old
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leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Yes, believers can celebrate Passover, because Yeshua is our Passover
lamb (peace offering), and He is our guilt offering, our burnt offering, and
our grain offering. He is our sacrifice by which we draw near to God.
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Bronze Laver
“The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand,
for washing. Place it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water
in it.”
Exodus 30:17-18

The next part of the tabernacle is the bronze laver. Unlike most of the
other components of the tabernacle, we find that the exact dimensions
and design of the laver are not specified. A laver is simply a washbasin or
bowl designed to hold water. This laver was made of solid bronze and
placed upon a base of some type, which would bring the laver up to a
level where the priest could use it effectively. The bronze was acquired

from the mirrors of the women: “Moreover, he made the laver of bronze
with its base of bronze, from the mirrors of the serving women who
served at the doorway of the tent of meeting.” (Exodus 38:8). This was an
act of great devotion, showing that they considered service to God of
more worth than their own external appearances. Traditionally, it is said
that God chose to honor their sacrifice by making the laver out of bronze
when the temple was constructed as well, despite the ornateness of the
rest of the temple.

From this point on, only the priests would continue. The priests bathed
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their entire bodies in the laver when they were first ordained, but after
that the priest was required to wash only his hands and feet before
entering into the tent of meeting. This was a symbol of purification. It
may seem odd that the hands and feet were the only parts to be washed,
but once put into the spiritual perspective, it all becomes clear. Feet

represent our motives: “A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run
rapidly to evil” (Proverbs 6:18). Our hands are symbolic of our actions:

“Concerning evil, both hands do it well” (Micah 7:3). By washing his hands
and feet in the laver, the priest was going through a symbolic cleansing of
the heart in preparation for further service to God. If the priest would
forego this step and enter the tent of meeting without washing, he would

die: "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they will not
die; and it shall be a perpetual statute for them, for Aaron and his
descendants throughout their generations” (Exodus 30:21). It is not
simply enough to accept the atonement brought by the sacrifice at the
altar. Purification is required before the priest can come closer to God.

The tabernacle was a place of holiness, and so the priests were to remain
in a state of cleanliness when offering the sacrifices. Yeshua tells His
disciples that they have already been made clean because of the Word
(John 15:3), and only their feet needed to be washed (John 13:7-10). What
did Yeshua mean by this? When we accept Yeshua’s sacrifice (the lamb
for the sin offering) on our behalf, and we repent of our sins (that is, a
heartfelt turning away from what is opposed to God’s Word), living by the
whole Word of God’s counsel, we are totally washed by His blood, as if
we ourselves went to the Bronze Laver. We are cleansed. But as we go
day by day, we stumble, we fall, and we may drift away; so we need to be
cleansed from our actions which are represented by our feet. Our feet
can lead us to do good or to do bad, as it is written in Romans 3:15, “Their
feet are swift to shed blood,” and again in Romans 10:15, “How beautiful
are the feet of him who brings good news.” We are to make straight paths
for our feet (Hebrews 12:12-13).

It is important to understand the process of purity. A person could
become impure either by acting in an immoral way (sinning) or
according to various ritual standards (for example, coming into contact
with a dead body). Impurity does not necessarily imply a sin took place,
yet it still comes between the people and God. In our natural state, we as
human beings are impure, even without sin. But through the process of
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purification, God made a way for the people to draw near and have a
relationship with Himself.

The Laver represents water—the waters of life. John writes in 1 John
5:6-8, “This is the One who came by water and by blood, Yeshua the
Messiah… For there are three that bear witness, the Spirit and the water
and the blood; and the three are in agreement.” We have seen that the
outer court consists of the gate which leads to life and the altar which
leads us to the wells of salvation. Why the wells of salvation? Because
salvation is redemption, and when we repent of sin and turn from our
ways, then we are redeemed based on Yeshua’s sacrifice and His shed
blood, which cleanses us from our sin. The songwriter writes, “There is a
fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, and sinners
plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stain.” We see, then, that
our duty as priests is first to be holy and righteous in Yeshua. Next, we
must assist others as they draw near to God, leading them to repentance
and accepting Yeshua’s sacrifice on their behalf.

This is what the Bronze Laver represents: sanctification. Sanctification is
an ongoing process. It is the process of being cleansed from sin initially
when we accept Yeshua’s sacrifice for us, but then it is a continual
cleansing of our sins when we confess them before God (Exodus
30:18-21). The laver was made of bronze and mounted on a base and
lined with mirrors which the Israelite women donated to the building of
the Tabernacle. Could this be what James meant when he said that we are
to be doers of the Word and not just hearers? For anyone who just hears
the Word and does not do it is like a man who looks into a mirror and
then forgets what he looks like (James 1:22-25). When Yeshua prayed for

His disciples He prayed, “Father sanctify them in the truth: Thy Word is
truth” (John 17:17). It is by Yeshua’s blood we are cleansed initially, but it is
in the keeping of His word that we remain clean. The sword of the Spirit,
which is part of our defense against the evil one, is the Word of God, and
Scripture tells us, “He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have
done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). We are to
continually renew our minds through the Word of God.

So we see the Laver represents the waters of baptism. Paul continues to
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write in Romans 6:2 after he says that we should not continue in sin:

How shall we who died to sin still live in it? Or do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Messiah
Yeshua have been baptized into His death? Therefore we
have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in
order that as Messiah was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

There is no other way to get into God’s presence unless we enter in
through the gate (door), Yeshua, and then first stop at the altar, laying our
lives down, crucifying the flesh, submitting to God’s will, not ours; and
then off to the Laver to be washed and to drink from the wells of
salvation. You see, our life—every moment that we live—is worship to
God. True worship to God is not through ceremonial rituals. This was
Paul’s main argument. True worship to God is from the heart that is
totally surrendered to God, which leads to total devotion. So everything
that we say or do must be done in the name of the Lord, giving glory to
Him with praise and worship and adoration. This begins our path of
worship. This begins our duties in serving God.

Is your name written in the Lamb's Book of Life? If not, why not consider
your deeds and repent? Give your life over to Yeshua and begin to walk in
newness of life. Maybe you have already accepted Yeshua as your Lord
and Savior, but you are not walking holy and blameless. Maybe Yeshua is
not really the center of your life, or maybe you have not yet crucified the
flesh; if so, then repent, consider your deeds, and turn for the good. We
all need to stop at the laver daily and be cleansed by the blood of the
Lamb. If we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive us of our sins. Paul
writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:20:

Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver
vessels, but also vessels of wood and earthenware, and
some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if a man
cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel of
honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every
good work.

What were “these things” Paul was referring to? The things that are not
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confessed and repented of that keep a person impure and not holy, the
things we need to cleanse ourselves from.

The Holy Place
After repentance and cleansing and sacrifice, we are now ready to enter
into the next section of the tabernacle: The Holy Place, the mikdash, also
known as the sanctuary, which was the exact replica of Heaven’s
sanctuary. God said in Exodus 25:8, “Let them construct a mikdash (Holy
Place) for Me, that I may shachan (dwell) among them.” This was the
whole idea behind the Feast of Tabernacles, God dwelling with man.
During this feast, the people were told to dwell in tabernacles or tents,
which, along with representing God dwelling among man, is a symbol of
trust and reliance on God. The feast also represents the coming age when
God will permanently dwell with man, the Bridegroom and the Bride
dwelling in the bridal chamber. Scripture tells us that we are being built
into a mikdash so that God may shachan with us (Ephesians 2:22).

Shachan is the root word in shachanah, as in God’s presence. This is why
the feasts are so important for us believers to celebrate. They represent
and speak of God’s plan for us.

Upon entering the Holy Place, one would see the Menorah (the lamp
stand) on the South, the Table of Showbread on the north, and the Altar
of Incense on the west just in front of the veil into the Holy of Holies.
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The Menorah
“Then you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand and its base and
its shaft are to be made of hammered work; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers
shall be of one piece with it. And six branches shall come out of the sides of it;
three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the
candlestick out of the other side.”
Exodus 23:31-32

After purifying himself at the laver, a priest could now enter the Holy
Place. Here he would encounter the Golden Lampstand, or the menorah.
This is not to be confused with the hanukkiyah, which is the menorah

used during the festival of Hanukkah. The hanukkiyah has eight branches,
while the temple menorah has six.

The lampstand was made of solid gold—molded and hammered from a
75-pound ingot. It was to have a single shaft in the middle with three
branches protruding from each side. The exact shape of these branches
is disputed. Some say that they were curved (as is most commonly seen),
while other scholars interpret the text literally—that they protruded
straight out from the center shaft diagonally: “Six branches shall extend
from its sides” (Exodus 25:32). On each of these branches, we are told of
“its cups, its bulbs, and its flowers.” The cups were used to hold the oil of
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lighting and were to be shaped like almond blossoms, complete with
bulb and flower. While some interpretations use the term “candlestick,”
the lampstand did not use wax candles as we are accustomed to. Instead,
the decorative cups mentioned above were filled with only the best olive
oil—the first, most pure pressing: “Command the sons of Israel that they
bring to you clear oil from beaten olives for the light, to make a lamp
burn continually” (Leviticus 24:2).

God commanded Moses to only use pure olive oil to light the menorah.
That was its source. We want to take a closer look at this source.

The Olive Tree

God told Moses in Leviticus 24:2 and Exodus 27:20, “Command the sons
of Israel that they bring to you clear oil from beaten olives for the light, to
make the lamp burn continually.” Olive trees have played a prominent
role in Scripture, not only as the source of oil for the light in the
tabernacle (temple), but the doors in the temple were made from olive
trees, as were the carved cherubs which covered the Mercy Seat. It was at
the Mount of Olives that Yeshua was taken up to Heaven and where He
will one day return. We, Gentile believers, have been grafted into the
olive tree (Israel). We see in the Book of Zechariah the two olive trees
next to the menorah, which were the two anointed ones, who stand
beside the Lord of the whole earth. These were specifically the two
branches that dripped into the receptacle, the main source of the
menorah. Yeshua is referred to as the Branch in Zechariah 3:8 and
Zechariah 6:12: “Hear O Joshua, the high priest, you and your
companions who sit before you, for they are a wondrous sign; for behold,
I am bringing forth My Servant, the Branch,” the Branch dripping the oil

for a light to the nations. “Then say to him, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts,
"Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out from
where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD.”'”

The oil represents the Holy Spirit. The two offices of Messiah, as our High
Priest and King, both were anointed with oil. The word Messiah means
“anointed one.” In Revelation 11:4, we also see these two witnesses who
are referred to as the two olive trees and the two menorahs that stand
before the Lord of the earth. As disciples and priests, we must also be
anointed with the Holy Spirit. So we are going to look at the significant
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relationship between the making of the oil used for the menorah and for
anointing and being a disciple of Yeshua.

Squeezing Out a Disciple
To start the process of extracting the oil, the olives were crushed under a
stone for thirty to forty minutes. The crushed olives were then
transferred to round baskets and were placed under high pressure to
squeeze out all the oil. The first pressing was the purest, and only this
could be used to light the menorah. The pressing and crushing of life is in
our trials and tribulations. The Psalmist writes in Psalm 38:2, “For Your
arrows have sunk deep into me, and Your hand has pressed down on
me.” We see this when Paul, in Philippians 3:14, refers to all things as

being lost and rubbish just to know Yeshua. He says, “I press on,” giving
the allusion of the olives being pressed and everything being squeezed
out. Again, he writes in 2 Corinthians 1:8, “For we do not want you to be
unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we
were pressed out of measure, beyond our strength, so that we despaired
even our lives.” Yeshua was crushed for our iniquities. It’s through this
pressing and crushing that we are made pure and holy. It’s through this
that the anointing flows throughout us.

In Romans 5:3, Paul writes, “And not only this, but we also exalt in our
tribulations knowing that tribulations bring about perseverance; and
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope.”

James writes, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
And let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:3). To be the true light to the nations,
we must first be pressed and crushed and made holy and righteous, not

putting confidence in the flesh, but letting God work through us. It is “not
by power nor by might, but by the Holy Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6) that we
can be the “Light of the World.” It is when we walk in the Spirit that we
can be that true light (Galatians 5:16), for the Spirit is Truth, and He is
never contrary to the Word. He is the light that dispels the darkness. He is
the lamp to our feet and the light to our path (Psalm 119:105). He is the oil
in the receptacle (the source) that lights our lamp, and as priests, we too
must be that menorah.
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The utensils to be used with the lampstand, such as the snuffers and
trays, were made out of pure gold as well. The complexities of all the
designs of the utensils and the menorah are not laid out in the text, but
rather God instructs Moses, "See that you make them [the menorah and

its utensils] after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the
mountain” (Exodus 25:40).

The lampstand was to give light to the Holy Place. Since it was
enshrouded in a tent, this was how the priests would be able to properly
see and execute the rest of their duties. The lampstand was also symbolic
of the Spirit of God which was manifested to the people on Mount Sinai.
The menorah represents the Tree of Life. The sages called the menorah
the “Light of the World.”

The menorah represented God, who is light. Yeshua said that He was the
“Light of the World” in John 9:5. When Yeshua returns, He will be the
Light (the menorah) in the tabernacle, as it is said in Revelation 21:23,

“The Lamb will be its light.” We are to be the light of the world. We are
going to stop here for a moment and take a look at what it takes for us to
be the “light of the world.”

Matthew 5:14-16 says:

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under a bushel,
but on a lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that
they may see your righteous deeds, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.

As priests, we must be filled with the Light so we can lead those who are
in darkness to the truth. We do not want to overlook the command that
the menorah is to remain lit at all times. The menorah, the ner tamid,
which means “continual light,” hangs over the Ark which houses the
Torah scrolls in the synagogue. God is ever present, and so His light never
goes out; and we too as His priests should always let our light shine,
always ready to give an answer for the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). We
must be ready to preach the Word in season and out of season
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(2 Timothy 4:2), never ashamed of the Gospel (Romans 1:16). We must
remain sober and alert (1 Peter 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:6).

We see that God takes it quite seriously that we be that light. In
Revelation 1:12-20, John writes:

And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.
And having turned I saw seven golden menorahs; and in the
middle of the menorah one like a Son of Man, clothed in a
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a
golden girdle. And His head and His hair were white like
white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire;
and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been
caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the
sound of mighty waters. And in His right hand He held
seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged
sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength...
As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My
right hand, and the seven golden menorahs: the seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
menorahs are the seven churches.

To the church of Ephesus He writes:

The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the
One who walks among the seven golden menorahs says
this; I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and
that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test
those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and
you found them false; and you have perseverance and have
endured for My Name’s sake, and have not grown weary.
But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and
repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am
coming to you and remove your menorah out of its
place—unless you repent. (Revelation 2:1-7)

As the assembly representing God, we must be holy and be the true light
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and not in any way misrepresent God, who is light. If we have let the light
go out, or maybe our church just doesn’t have the oil any longer, then we
must repent and once again light the menorah of our lives. Paul tells

Timothy, “I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God (the Holy Spirit)
which is in you through the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6). We
are to kindle the fire and keep it burning (through the Holy Spirit) as this
was commanded to us by the True Light. Let’s be like the five wise virgins
in Matthew 25, having our lamps ready and filled with the oil of the Holy
Spirit.

We have seen that the menorah is called the Light of the World, and of
course, Yeshua said that He was the Light of the World, and as disciples of
Yeshua, we too are the Light of the World. In Isaiah 49:6, the Temple is
referred to as the Light of the World, and all the nations will come to it. In
fact, during the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, they would light these
giant menorahs and the whole temple area would light up so that you
could see the light for miles. Like a lighthouse guides ships, these
menorahs would guide the pilgrims coming into the city. And why were
the temple and Jerusalem called the Light of the World? Because the
Torah is called the Light of the World, and Scripture tells us:

And many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God
of Jacob, that He may teach us His ways and that we may
walk in His paths,” for from Zion will go forth the Torah,
even the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem (Micah 4:2,
Isaiah 2:3).

Proverbs 6:23 tells us, “For the commandment is a lamp, and the
teaching is light.”

Is your light shining today? Here is a little test found in 1 John 1:6: “If we
say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not practice truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Yeshua His Son
cleanses us from all sin.”

Verses 8-10 go on, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful
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and righteous to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar,
and the Word is not in us.”

1 John 2:4-6 continues with this thought:

The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not
keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in
him; but whoever keeps His Word, in him the love of God
has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in
Him; the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to
walk in the same manner as He walked.

Verses 9-10 continue to say:

The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother
is in the darkness until now. The one who loves his brother
abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in
him, But the one who hates his brother is in darkness and
walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Verse 15 finishes off, saying, “Do not love the world, or the things of the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”

Remember the sequence: thankfulness and praise, repentance and
sacrifice, cleansing and light. Next on our path of worship, we will stop at
the altar of showbread.

52 www.JudeoChristianClarion.com



The Altar of Showbread
“You shall make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long and one cubit wide and
one and a half cubits high. You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a gold
border around it.”
Exodus 25:23-24

Also inside the Holy Place was the Table of Showbread. It was a table
made out of acacia wood and covered in gold. It was 3 feet long, 1.5 feet
wide, and 2.25 feet tall. There were four rings attached, along with
carrying poles and the utensils used for holding the bread. The poles
were acacia wood overlaid with gold, while the utensils were made from
solid gold.

The purpose of the table was to hold the showbread, also called the
bread of presence. The bread was to be made out of fine flour and baked
into cakes each Sabbath. The amount used would come out to twelve
loaves of bread, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. These loaves
would be arranged in two rows, six loaves per row. Two small bowls of
pure frankincense were laid on the table near the showbread.

In those days, covenants were often sealed with a meal. The showbread
fulfilled that role by commemorating the covenant between God and the
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people of Israel. The covenant terms were upheld by each party: Israel
would obey God and keep His commandments, and God would protect
them and bring them into the land as He promised. This is why Yeshua
was so eager to eat the Passover seder meal with His disciples, because
He was going to ratify the covenant. He would now be the mediator, and
He would be the sacrifice, and His own blood would be poured out (Luke
22:15-20). Our family is also based on a covenant, and when we come to
the table to eat, God is there, and it's like a renewing of that covenant
every time we get together. Our table becomes the table of the Lord, and
it is to be holy with thought, word, and deed. Ephesians 5:19 tells us,
“Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing
and make melody with your heart to the Lord. ” In the daily prayer of the

shema, it says, “These commandments that I give you today are to be on
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up.” The covenantal relationship is most binding in the
eating of a meal. And do not forget the importance of a fellowship meal
that takes place with the family of God.

The priests would take this showbread and eat it in the Holy Place. We as
priests also eat in the Holy Place when we call on the Lord to bless our
food.

Bread is representative of life, since it has always been a main food staple.
Having the showbread in the Holy Place was a symbol of God's blessing
over the food of the people. As long as they continued to serve Him, the
people could trust God to take care of their physical needs.

Now, the miracle of the showbread is that this bread was eaten by all the
priests who were on duty that week, about 150 men, and yet even though
there were so many men that ate of the twelve loaves, they ate and were
satisfied. Sound familiar? Not only that, but the bread which was baked
the week before was still hot and fresh as though it had just been baked.
Yeshua said,

I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger,
and he who believes in Me shall never thirst... Your fathers
ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died... This is the
bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may
eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down out of
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heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever,
and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world
is My flesh. (John 6:35, 49, 51)

What was Yeshua saying? He was not saying to actually eat His flesh; that
was totally against Torah. But what He was saying was that He was the
Bread of Life. He was comparing Himself to the manna that came down
from heaven. Yeshua is the Word made flesh, and we are to eat of that
Word. Isaiah writes in Isaiah 55:1-2:

Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat. Come buy wine and
milk without money and without cost. Why do you spend
money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does
not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me and eat what is good, and
delight yourself in abundance.

Let’s stop at the table of the Lord and eat from His Word and delight in
His ways as we walk in the light of His Word. He is our portion and our
cup. Let us feast at His table and drink from the well of salvation (Psalm
16:5). Let our cup overflow (Psalm 23:5) and may God give us a double
portion (Isaiah 61:7). This is the abundant life!

We have looked at the Menorah and the Table of Showbread, also known
as the Table of the Bread of Presence. When confronted with the task of
feeding the five thousand, Yeshua tells His disciples that they should feed
the people. Yeshua tells Peter, “If you love Me, feed My sheep” (John
21:15). So we see that as priests we must be light in the darkness and lead
the people to Yeshua, and we are to feed the sheep, not only with actual
bread, but with the Bread of Life. So we want to continue on our path of
worship.
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The Altar of Incense
“You shall make an altar as a place for burning incense; you shall make it of
acacia wood. Its length shall be a cubit, and its width a cubit; it shall be a square,
and its horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall overlay it with pure
gold, its top and its sides all around, and its horns; and you shall make a gold
molding all around for it… And you shall put this altar in front of the veil that is
near the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is over the ark of
the testimony, where I will meet with you.”
Exodus 30:1-3, 6

As we leave the Table of Showbread, after we have feasted at God’s table,
and our hearts are well-satisfied, and we have drunk from the wells of
salvation, cleansed and walking in the Light: now we can approach the
Altar of Incense. The altar of incense was also in the Holy Place. As we
have seen with the altar in the outer courtyard, it was made of acacia
wood. Unlike the outer altar, the incense altar was overlaid with gold. It
was 1.5 feet both long and wide (a square) and 3 feet tall. It had four horns
at the four corners of its top face. On this altar, only incense was to be
offered up. Incense was to be offered in the morning and the evening.

We see that the process surrounding the altar of incense is most holy.
Only a particular mixture of spices, specifically instructed by God, could
be offered up. This mixture could not be used for any other purpose than
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this offering: “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Take for yourself spices,
stacte and onycha and galbanum, spices with pure frankincense; there
shall be an equal part of each. With it you shall make incense, a perfume,
the work of a perfumer, salted, pure, and holy’” (Exodus 30:34-35). So
that the people would not be tempted to make their own mixture for
personal use, the spices and proportions used were kept secret, known
only to one family. They took this responsibility very seriously, and as a
result, we do not know the exact mixture today.

Not only is the mixture sacred, but the altar is to be used for no other

purpose: “You shall not offer any strange incense on this altar, or burnt
offering or meal offering; and you shall not pour out a drink offering on
it” (Exodus 30:9).

Unfortunately, we see that this command was not heeded by Aaron's
sons Nadab and Abihu:

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their
respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed
incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD,
which He had not commanded them. And fire came out
from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and
they died before the LORD. (Leviticus 10:1-2)

This is a tragic reminder that God is holy and He cannot accept anything
contrary to what He has commanded. The actions of Nadab and Abihu
were done carelessly and irreverently, which is possibly why a similar
punishment is not issued upon Aaron's other two sons when they
(presumably) mistakenly burn up a sacrifice which they were supposed
to eat.

The priest would take fiery coals from the Bronze Altar, the altar upon
which the sacrifices were burned. They would take the fiery coals from
the Tamid Sacrifices (the Morning and Afternoon sacrifices, which were
the two continual sacrifices that burned on the altar), and then they
would light the incense which was a special blend, according to God’s
specification, upon the Incense Altar. Like all things with the tabernacle, it
had to be done exactly as God had spoken. God’s ways must be kept; and
remember, God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. There is no
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new way with God. His tabernacle has not changed.

We see that incense was one of the gifts of the Magi to the baby Yeshua.
At the end of the Sabbath during the Havdalah Service, the spice jar is
passed around, and as you smell the sweet aroma, it is a reminder to us
believers of the sweet fragrance of Yeshua. Because there is no temple,
the making of the anointing oil and the incense according to God’s
specifications is forbidden. So if we can no longer anoint with the
specific blend God requires and we can no longer offer up incense, then
like the sacrifices, does everything come to a stop? No, because God’s
tabernacle in Heaven still operates. We saw what replaced the sacrifices,
and now we will look at what replaced the offering of the incense: prayer.

Liturgical Prayer
Liturgical prayers come from the Siddur (prayer book) and were, and still
are, the common prayers of the day. Yeshua and His disciples said these
prayers, and even the early believers did up to about the 5th Century.
Though we see in the Catholic Church that these types of prayers are still
common, those are not the prayers that Yeshua said. We want to start
with the Morning and Evening prayers (the evening prayers are said in

the late afternoon). The Morning Prayer is called Shacharis and the

Afternoon Prayer is called Minchah. We find in Genesis 19 that Abraham
arose early in the morning and went to the place where he stood before
the Lord. So we see Abraham starting the tradition of the Morning Prayer,
the Shacharis, by going to the same spot early in the morning. The

Afternoon Prayer, the Minchah, was traditionally started by Jacob.
Genesis 24 tells us that Jacob went out to meditate in the field toward
evening before sunset. We see in 1 Kings 18 that Elijah waited until right
before the time of the evening sacrifice before he built the altar on Mt.
Carmel; so when the time came for the evening sacrifice, he placed the
offering upon the altar, and God so miraculously consumed the water
and the sacrifice and the altar. We see Daniel praying the Afternoon
Prayers on top of his roof (Daniel 6:10, 9:21). And most importantly, we
see Yeshua placed upon the cross at the time of the morning
sacrifice/morning prayer (Mark 15:25), and He died at the time of the
afternoon sacrifice, the time of the afternoon prayer (Matthew 27:46-50).
If we look at the lives of the Apostles and believers, we see them also
continuing this tradition of meeting in the Temple for Evening Prayer
(Acts 3:1). So let’s take a closer look at these two prayers that replaced the
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Tamid sacrifices, the continual burnt offering.

Morning Prayer
The Morning Prayer starts with:

How godly are Your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O
Israel. O Lord, through Your abounding faithful love I come
into Your house, and reverently I worship You in Your holy
sanctuary. I love being in Your house, the place where Your
glory resides. Here I bow down to worship You, my Lord
and my Maker. Accept my prayer, O Lord, and answer with
Your great mercy and with Your saving truth. How lovely
are Your tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! I long, yes, I pine for
the courts of the Lord; my heart joyfully sings to the living
God. One thing have I asked of the Lord, that I will pursue,
That I may live in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life, to behold the graciousness of the Lord and to enter His
sanctuary. Teach me Your ways, O Lord, and lead me in the
right path. With You is the fountain of life, in Your light do
we see light.

We see here that the prayer is going through those steps of worship:
entering the gates with thanksgiving and praise, stopping at the fountain
of life, the Laver, and entering into the Holy Place and seeing God’s light,
His truth. The prayer continues with the daily Scripture, which is the
light. Upon hearing God’s Word, the Shema is said, which is a declaration
that there is only one God and we will serve Him with all of our hearts
and life and strength, and we will teach our children to do the same.
After this, Kaddish is said; this is a declaration of God’s glory and holiness.
And finally, the Amidah is said, which are the Eighteen Benedictions. (See
handout “The Weekday Morning Service”)

The A�ernoon Prayer
The afternoon prayer starts with Kaddish, blessing God’s Name, and then
the Shema. On Mondays and Thursdays, part of the weekly Torah portion
is read. Again the Eighteen Benedictions are recited, but then we pray for
God’s protection as we lay down for the night. We end our prayer with
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Psalm 134 and Psalm 121, followed by the Aaronic Benediction: “The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.” We sing a song after the Morning and Afternoon prayer. We do
not know how much of the Morning and Afternoon prayer, as said today,
was said in the time of Yeshua, but we do know that parts of the Eighteen
Benedictions go as far back as King David. (See handout “The Weekday
Evening Service”)

Then there are the prayers said during the different feasts and Sabbaths;
of course, there are liturgical prayers from Scripture like the Psalms, and
we can not forget Yeshua’s prayer, which is a shortened form of the
Amidah, The Eighteen Benedictions, which we call the Lord’s Prayer
(Matthew 6:9-13). But what about the prayers we say from the heart?

Praying From the Heart
Praying from the heart is exactly that—from our hearts. Everything we say
in prayer should be from the heart, whether it is traditional prayer or any
other type of prayer. In fact, everything we do pertaining to God should
be done wholeheartedly. God said that when we seek Him with all of our
hearts, we will find Him (Deuteronomy 4:29, Jeremiah 29:12-14). We are
to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). We are to pray with
faith and never doubting (James 1:6), trusting God to hear us and answer
us (John 5:15). The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish
much (James 1:6).

Everything we say and do we are to do in the Name of the Lord Yeshua
(Colossians 3:17), because it is our prayer, our priestly service before God.
Paul writes to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:1-8, “I admonish and urge that
petitions, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be offered on behalf
of all men. For kings and all who are in positions of authority….”

He goes on:

For such praying is good and right and pleasing to God, who
wishes all men to be saved and increasingly to perceive and
recognize and discern and know precisely and correctly the
divine truth: that there is only one God and only one
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Mediator between God and men, the man Yeshua the
Messiah... Therefore I want men in every place to pray,
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.

We, as the Priesthood, have an obligation to pray for one another
(Ephesians 6:18) and for those who are perishing (1 John 5:16), that all may
be saved. We must pray for the Body of Yeshua, for when one suffers, we
all suffer; and don’t forget that there are believers all over the world today
who are suffering for the name of Yeshua. We must pray for our
government not with hate and anger, but that we, as a nation, will live
under the Divine Laws of the One True God (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

All of our prayers are to be accompanied by thanksgiving
(1 Thessalonians 5:18, Philippians 4:6, Psalm 100:4, 1 Timothy 4:4-5).
Why? Because all of the burnt offerings were to be followed by a
Thanksgiving Offering. When we receive God’s forgiveness, it should
cause us to be thankful. Yeshua told a story in Luke 7:41-43 about two
men who had debts which they owed the moneylender—one a large
debt, the other a smaller debt. When they were unable to repay, he
forgave them both. He asked His disciples which one will be more
thankful, and they said the one with the larger debt; and so we should be
thankful that Yeshua took our sins upon Himself, and when we repent of
our sins, we are then forgiven. Remember, to light the Incense Altar, they
took the coals from the morning and evening burnt offerings, the
continual offerings, which should make us think of the time that Yeshua
hung on the cross.

Prayer and worship are so closely related to the tabernacle that it is hard
to believe that as Christians we negate the laws that surround it. What we
forget is that the heavenly Temple is still in operation, and the earthly one
with all of its laws and regulations was taken from the heavenly Temple.
God is a God of detail; He is not only concerned about detail regarding
His Temple, but He is concerned about every detail of our lives. God is
also Just and Righteous, and we see this in the fact that our prayers can
be hindered because of our heart's condition.

Hindered Prayer
Now, if our prayers are associated with the Incense Altar, which is
connected to the burnt offerings, then we see that if we have sin in our
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lives, our prayers can be hindered. For example, if a husband is not living
in a right relationship with his wife, this could hinder his prayers (1 Peter
3:7). Yeshua tells us that if someone has a grievance against us we are to
leave our offering at the altar and go make things right (Matthew 5:23).

What altar was Yeshua talking about? Well, you may say the altar at the
Temple, but would that then apply to us? If not, then the concept of
forgiveness would not apply to us either. Or maybe it was for those
believers at the time; but then, if Yeshua is our example, should we
disregard the things He says? Or maybe the process of worship is the
same yesterday, today and forever. One day the Temple will return, but
for now, the heavenly Temple still is in operation, and before we can
come to God with our sacrifice of praise or even our monetary offerings,
we must first make things right between us and our neighbor. If we
harbor bitterness or unforgiveness, our prayers will be hindered
(Matthew 6:15, 2 Corinthians 2:10-11, Ephesians 4:26-27).

We must first humble ourselves and see the need to repent, and stop at
the altar, and lay that sin down. It is as though we are stopping at the
cross of Calvary, for the altar and the cross are one and the same. Then
we can go to the Laver and be washed by the blood of Yeshua; in so doing
we are walking in the light of God’s Word; in other words, our lives must
line up with God’s Word. Then we can have fellowship with Him, feasting
at His table. From there, we can stop at the Incense Altar and bring our
requests and prayers before God. This is a process that we must go
through. There is only one path of worship, and this is it. Yes, Yeshua died
for our sins, but we must still examine our hearts and go through the
process. 1 Corinthians 11:28-31 tells us that a man should examine
himself before communion. But it goes on to say, “But if we judge
ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we
are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned
along with the world.” God is a holy God, and so we are to be holy (1 Peter
1:15-16), and when it comes to entering into God’s presence, we must be
without sin, and if we deceive ourselves, that will only hinder our
prayers.

Trusting God
When we have done all that we can do, then the Bible tells us in
Ephesians 6:13 to stand believing. Waiting on God is the essence to all
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prayer. Matthew 7:7 tells us to ask and keep on asking, and then you shall
receive. It is in waiting on God that we grow in perseverance and in
character (James 1:4). It is in this waiting and trusting God that the
fragrance, the aroma of our prayers, becomes more pleasing to God
(Psalm 141:2). The true worship of God is found in relying on our Father
to be exactly that—our Father—knowing that He will never leave us or fail
us. Now, does this mean that we will receive everything that we ask for?
No. But this does mean that God will give us what we need and what will
be good for us (James 1:17). Only a loving Father can do this. So when we
lift up holy hands and praise the One True God, let us always remember
that it is through Yeshua our Messiah that we are able to come and offer
up our prayers and requests to God our Father. He made the way for us
to be forgiven.

Next we are going to look at the veil, which was torn on our behalf so that
we can now come into the Holy of Holies.
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The Holy of Holies
The only time that the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place, also
called the Holy of Holies, was on the holiest day of the year—Yom Kippur,
the Day of Atonement. He would come into this place to sprinkle blood
on the mercy seat and make atonement for himself and the nation.

The Temple Veil
The veil separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. Behind the veil
sat the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat. The veil concealed the

Presence of God. Exodus tells us that, “All the skilled women spun with
their hands, and brought what they had spun, in blue and purple and
scarlet material and in fine linen” (Exodus 35:25-26). Two cherubs were
woven into the veil.

Miriam and the Temple Veil
The following is a story about Miriam the mother of Yeshua. Now this
story is taken from a non-canonical gospel, so we can only look at the
following in the light of history, and even maybe as a fictional event.

In the days before Yeshua’s birth, King Herod the Great was involved in
remodeling the Temple. The craftsmen and builders completed the
renovation inside and out without disrupting the Temple service. There is
a reference in the Book of John where it tells us that it took forty-six years
to build the Temple. That would place the beginning of the remodeling
project about a decade before the birth of Yeshua. Part of the remodeling
project required the creation of new fabrics for the curtains and veils (the
front veil and the veil that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of
Holies). According to the apocryphal gospel Protoevangelium of James,
which was a third century pseudepigraphical gospel, Miriam (the mother
of Yeshua) was one of the women chosen to work on the veils; and there
was a council of priests, saying, “Let us make a veil for the Temple of the
Lord.” And the priest said, “Call to me the undefiled virgins of the family
of David.” And the officers went away, and sought, and found seven
virgins. And the priest remembered the child Mary, that she was of the
family of David and undefiled before God. And the officers went away
and brought her. And they brought them all into the Temple of the Lord.
And the priest said, “Choose for me by lot who shall spin the gold, and
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the white, and the scarlet, and the true purple.” And the true purple and
the scarlet fell to the lot of Mary (Protoevangelium James 10).

Within this same gospel is the story of the miraculous conception and
miraculous birth of Mary, the girlhood of Mary, her betrothal to Joseph,
and the miraculous conception and birth of Yeshua. The Orthodox
Jewish scholar Samuel Safrai has suggested that Protoevangelium James
might contain some historically based, non-canonical traditions about
those events. Specifically, he points to the tradition of Miriam weaving
the veil for the Temple. He deems it may possibly contain a kernel of
historical truth because it has a direct parallel in the Tosefta Shekalim:
"Women used to weave the veils of the Temple… and they were paid from
monies donated to the Temple" (Tosefta Shekalim). Thanks to
Protoevangelium James, church artwork depicts Mary, before the birth of
Yeshua, almost always with a bolt of scarlet cloth. Miriam may have been
employed to weave together the fabrics for the Temple at the same time
God was choosing her to be used so that Yeshua the living Temple could
become the veil; to quote the Psalmist, “Thou didst weave me in my
mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). In Hebrews 10:20 it says, “The veil, that
is, His flesh….” Yeshua is the veil, and when He died, the very same veil
that His mother may have woven was torn in half so that all who
accepted Him may go in.

Yeshua in the Holy of Holies
We are told that in the Garden of Eden, God dwelt with Adam and Eve,
and He walked amongst them. How He exactly did that we are not sure.
When Adam and Eve sinned, they were cast out from the Presence of
God, but God would one day again walk among men. The Lord said to
Moses in Exodus 25:8, “Let them construct a sanctuary (a Mikdash, a holy

place) to My Name, and I will make My Shechinah (Presence) dwell
among them.” The word for dwell, shachan, is also at the root of the word

mishkan, tabernacle. Yeshua is the Tabernacle; He is the Shachan, the
Presence.

The Holy of Holies was the place where God’s Presence resided. Behind
the veil in the Holy of Holies—or the Most Holy Place as it was also
called—sat the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark of the Covenant was
symbolic of the Throneroom of God. Yeshua is the Mikdash, the Holy
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Place, for He is the Holy One. The tabernacle was to be both a holy place
and a dwelling place. As we have seen, the tabernacle teaches us about
Messiah. God required a holy place to dwell among His people; so too
Yeshua needed a holy place to dwell, and that place was a human body.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory
(shechinah), as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14). So, to literally translate this verse, it should read, “And
the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us.” When God spoke
to Moses to build the tabernacle, the Targum Yonaton on Exodus 24:22
says of the tabernacle, “I will appoint My Memra (Word) to meet you
there.” Messiah fulfills these Scriptures literally. He dwelt among us in His
physical body, a Sanctuary for God, a dwelling among man. Remember,
Yeshua said, “Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise it up
again” (John 2:19). The imagery of Yeshua being the tabernacle also
carries over to the Feast of Tabernacles: one of God's Appointed Times.
As briefly mentioned before, this feast is a time where the people are
commanded to dwell in tabernacles, or booths. There is strong evidence
which indicates this feast is the time when Yeshua was born, thus giving
us a rich connection between this Appointed Time, the service of the
tabernacle, and our Messiah Yeshua.

As the priesthood, we too are the Temple of the Holy Spirit; the Holy
Spirit dwells within us, and we too must be holy. In 1 Corinthians 6:19,
Paul reminds us of this. In 2 Corinthians 6:15-16, Paul says,

Or what harmony has Yeshua with Belial, or what has a
believer in common with an unbeliever? Or what
agreement has the Temple of God with idols? For we are the
temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in
them and walk among them; and I will be their God. And
they shall be My people.”

Holiness (to be set-apart) is mandated to have God dwell within us. James
4:4 writes, “Fellowship with the world is enmity toward God.”

(See handout “Holiness”)
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The Ark of the Covenant
"They shall construct an ark of acacia wood two and a half cubits long, and one
and a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits high. You shall overlay it with
pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and you shall make a gold molding
around it.”
Exodus 25:10-11

The tabernacle was at the center of Israel, and the Ark of the Covenant
was at the center of the Most Holy Place. It was built out of acacia wood
and overlaid with gold. Golden rings and carrying poles were to be made
for the ark. However, the poles were not to be removed from their place
inside the rings. This has traditionally been understood to represent that
the one who studies Torah must be always ready to transport it to one
who thirsts for God. When God instructed Moses to build the tabernacle,
this was the first thing to be built.

The Ark was used as a container for three holy artifacts. The first was the
stone tablets upon which the ten commandments were written. Just as
the commandments were here in the heart of the Most Holy Place, so too
the commandments are to be written in the hearts of the people. The
second item was a jar of manna. This was to remind the people of how
God provided for the Israelites for forty years in the wilderness. The final
object in the ark was Aaron's staff. This was to be a reminder of the
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irrevocable anointing of the priesthood. Outside of its place in the
tabernacle, the Ark was carried into battle as a sign that the power of God
was going before them.

Atop the Ark was the Mercy Seat: "You shall make a mercy seat of pure
gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide” (Exodus
25:17). This was like a lid or covering for the Ark. It functioned as a throne
that the Presence of God would rest upon. It was made of solid gold and
had two cherubim at either end of the Mercy Seat, facing each other. It

was here where He met with Moses: “There I will meet with you; and
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are
upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give
you in commandment for the sons of Israel” (Exodus 25:22).

The Ark was so holy that only the tribe of Levi could carry it. After
Aaron’s sons were struck down because they lit strange fire before the
Lord, God told Moses that Aaron and his sons could only enter into the
Most Holy Place once a year (Yom Kippur), and then they had to make
atonement for themselves and the people (Leviticus 16:1-2, 15-17).
Maintaining holiness requires boundaries. If a holy space is treated like
normal space, it loses its sanctity. So on the Day of Atonement, the High
Priest would enter into the Holy of Holies and he would sprinkle the
blood of the sin offering upon it.

The cover of the Ark is called Kaporet, which comes from the word

Kaphar which means "to cover" or "to atone." Upon the Ark sat the Mercy
Seat. The Mercy Seat is the place of atonement. Two winged cherubim
covered it with outstretched wings—again, a picture of Heaven with the
two cherubim before the throne of God. Thank God through our Lord
Yeshua that He has entered in behind the veil with His own blood as the
sacrifice once and for all (Hebrews 9:12), and now He has become our
Great High Priest who lives to make intercession on our behalf (Hebrews
7:25, Romans 8:34)!

Praying Through the Tabernacle
So many times we just start praying and telling God our troubles, but
there is a correct way to enter into prayer. I want to say that this is only a
model; you can add to it, but I believe that God has a set order of things
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for everything in life and that includes our prayer life and coming into
His presence. As priests, we must follow the order of the tabernacle.

We start on pilgrimage to the House of the Lord. Here is where we sing
and praise the Lord. We enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts
with praise. Yeshua is the door; we must come in the name of Yeshua.
Then we must stop at the altar, bringing the sacrifice by which we draw
near—that is, Yeshua. From there we go to the Laver and wash in the
blood of the Lamb, repenting of our sins and asking for forgiveness. We
then go and enter into the Holy Place. We stop at the table of the Lord, for
Yeshua is our food and drink. We then go to the Menorah, for Yeshua is
our Light, and there we ask the Holy Spirit to anoint us. Then we bring
our prayers and supplications before God at the Altar of Incense.

So to put this all together, I believe your prayer should sound something
like this: After praise we would say, "Father, I come in the name of Yeshua
and I draw near by His sacrifice. I thank You, Father, that You loved me so
much that You sent Yeshua to die on my behalf so that I may have eternal
life, and I thank You, Yeshua, for that sacrifice. I thank You, Yeshua, for
Your shed blood, for there is power in that blood to wash me clean. Wash
me of all my known and unknown sins and all that I have committed
with my thoughts, words, and deeds. Take off my filthy garments and
robe me in Your righteousness, for You are my righteousness. Father, let
me come and feast at Your table in the light of Your Word, for Yeshua is
the true manna from heaven. He is the finest of wheat. He is our food and
drink, our portion, our cup overflows. He is our life, for Yeshua is the
Bread of Life. He is the way, the truth, and the life; lead me in the path
that leads to life and keep my foot from slipping, for Yeshua is the Light of
the World. He is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Holy Spirit,
anoint me in the oil of that light and impart to me Your wisdom,
knowledge, understanding, discernment, your insight and Your foresight
and Your truth. Let me not be deceived and pass on a deception, but give
me truth. And Father, let my prayers and supplications and the
meditation of my heart be pleasing to You."

Now you can start to petition God. You can begin to praise and worship
again if you choose, or sing/pray in the Spirit; but then it is here where
you begin to be still and listen to what God has to say to you.
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Hush, God is Present
When we entered into the first veil or door of the tabernacle/temple, we
entered with thanksgiving and praise, shouting and celebrating; but as we
enter into the last veil, we enter in with silence. Entering into the Most
Holy Place was done with awe and reverence. In fact, they would tie a
rope around the priest on Yom Kippur so if he would die in the Presence
of God, they could pull him out, because otherwise they would not be
able to enter in to retrieve him. All that the priest would say at that time
was God’s Most Holy Name. Scripture repeatedly says that we must enter

in with a hush. Habakkuk 2:20 says, “But the Lord is in His Holy Temple.
Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” Zechariah 2:13 says, “Be silent
all flesh before the Lord, for He is aroused from His Holy Habitation.”
Zephaniah 1:7 says, “Be silent in the Presence of the Lord.”

This is an element that we Christians miss. Scripture tells us that we may
come into God’s presence with boldness, and so we think that we can
just barge in on a Holy God. Yes, we can come before God with
confidence because of the sacrifice of Yeshua; in other words, God will
not strike us dead if we come before Him. But we must still enter in with
a hush.

If we go through the process of entering in with thanksgiving and praise,
and we stop at the altar in which Yeshua laid down His life, and we too
lay down ours by humbling ourselves, crucifying the flesh, and we
confess our sins, then going to the Laver we are washed in the blood of
Yeshua and receive forgiveness, we then can enter in and feast at the
Table of the Lord and eat from the Bread of Life, letting the Word abide in
us, placing the Word in our hearts so that we will not sin again, which
will cause us to walk in the light of the Menorah, Yeshua, and bring our
prayers to the Altar of Incense; then we can come into the Presence of
God, quietly waiting for God to speak to us. All too often Christians do
not wait on the Lord to speak to them. All too often our prayers are
hindered because of sin and we never are allowed to enter in because of
our sins. We forgot to stop and repent. Before we enter into Communion
at church—which is fellowship with God—we must examine ourselves
and repent of our sins; so why do we not do this every time we
commune with God in prayer?

There is a path to worship, and we must walk on the path that leads to
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God. As priests we must do our priestly duty as it is done in heaven. God
spoke to Moses and told him to make the tabernacle exactly like Heaven,
and the priests were to minister exactly like it is done in heaven. We can
not say that the tabernacle/temple was just for the Jews. Ezekiel,
Zechariah, and many of the prophets spoke of the end times, and they
refer to the Temple in the Messianic Days.  So too we must follow all of
God’s ways now, which includes coming into His Presence with holiness
and a reverence. Just think, we wouldn’t come before royalty or even into
a courtroom before a judge with outbursts, but with a quietness and
respect. How much more so before God Almighty!

Now We Are Ready!
When Moses saw the burning bush and went toward it, God called out to
him and told him to take his sandals off, for the place where he was
standing was holy (Exodus 3:5). Moses hid his face and was afraid to look
upon God. Then God told him that He was sending him back to Egypt.
When Joshua met the Captain of the Lord’s Army, he fell on his face
(Joshua 5:15). Then the Angel of the Lord told him what he needed to do.
In Isaiah 6:5-13, when Isaiah came into the Presence of God, he said,
“Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips.” The
Angel of the Lord took a coal off the altar and touched his lips. After
Isaiah comes into the Presence of God, he hears God say, “Whom shall I
send?” And he responds, “Send me.” Time and time again when we come
into God’s Presence and we are still before Him, God will speak to us and
give us the answers that we need or the direction we must go. As we
come before the Messiah, let us come with thanksgiving and praise, but
then as we come to Him, let us come believing that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). Let us pause in silence
and listen for that small, still voice telling us the deep truths of His Word
as He calls us into His service. As priests before God, let us be holy as He
is holy, ministering to Him, bringing our gifts before Him just like the
wise men who brought their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, all of
which were used in the tabernacle. Let us bring the best gift we have, our
lives, and as a royal priesthood let us be used as vessels of honor in the
hand of our King, Yeshua HaMashiach.
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