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The Priesthood, Part 5

The Incense of Prayer

Last month, we looked at the Menorah and the Table of Showbread, also known as
the Table of the Bread of Presence. When confronted with the task of feeding the
five thousand, Yeshua tells His disciples that they should feed the people. Yeshua
tells Peter, “If you love Me, feed My sheep.” So we see that as priests we must be
light in the darkness and lead the people to Yeshua and we are to feed the sheep
not only with actual bread, but with the Bread of Life. So we want to continue on
our path of worship. As we leave the Table of Showbread, after we have feasted at
God’s table and our hearts are well-satisfied and we have drunk from the wells of
salvation, cleansed and walking in the Light, now we can approach the Altar of
Incense.

The Altar of Incense

With the assurance that God is Light and the Bread of Life, the priest approached
the Altar of Incense twice a day. The altar was square and made of wood and
overlaid with gold. The altar sat in front of the veil that concealed the Holy of
Holies. The priest would take fiery coals from the Bronze Altar, the altar upon
which the sacrifices were burned. They would take the fiery coals from the Tamid
Sacrifices (the Morning and Afternoon sacrifices, which were the two continual
sacrifices that burned on the altar) and then they would light the incense which
was a special blend, according to God’s specification, upon the Incense Altar. Like
all things with the tabernacle, it had to be done exactly as God had spoken. We see
in Leviticus that Aaron’s two sons offered “strange fire” before the Lord and they
were struck dead. God’s ways must be kept and remember, God is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. There is no new way with God. His tabernacle has
not changed.

The incense, which was a special blend, was a sweet aroma which was pleasing to
God, and the smoke from the incense went straight up like a pillar of smoke,
going straight up to heaven. The incense was offered during the time when the
menorah was cleaned, refueled, rewicked, and rekindled. We see that incense was
one of the gifts of the Magi to the Baby Yeshua. At the end of the Sabbath during
the Havdalah Service, the spice jar is passed around and as you smell the sweet
aroma, it is a reminder to us believers of the sweet fragrance of Yeshua. Because
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there is no temple, the making of the anointing oil and the incense according to
God’s specifications is forbidden. So if we can no longer anoint with the specific
blend God requires and we can no longer offer up incense, then like the sacrifices,
does everything come to a stop? No, because God’s tabernacle in heaven still
operates. We saw what replaced the sacrifices and now we will look at what
replaced the offering of the incense: prayer.

Scripture tells us in Luke that the multitudes of people were in prayer at the time
of the incense offering. This was because of the morning and afternoon prayer
which were said during these times. We see in Revelation that the prayers of the
believers went up to heaven like the incense which rose straight up from the
altar. We want to look at prayer and the different types.

Liturgical Prayer

Liturgical prayers come from the Siddur (prayer book) and were, and still are, the
common prayers of the day. Yeshua and His disciples said these prayers, and even
the early believers did up to about the 5th Century. Though we see in the Catholic
Church that these types of prayers are still common, those are not the prayers
that Yeshua said. We want to start with the Morning and Evening prayers (the
evening prayers are said in the late afternoon). They were, and still are, said
today. The Morning Prayer is called Shacharis and the Afternoon Prayer is called
Minchah. We find in Genesis 19 that Abraham arose early in the morning and
went to the place where he stood before the Lord. So we see Abraham starting the
tradition of the Morning Prayer, the Shacharis, by going to the same spot early in
the morning. The Afternoon Prayer, the Minchah, was traditionally started by
Jacob. Genesis 24 tells us that Jacob went out to meditate in the field toward
evening before sunset. We see in 1 Kings 18 that Elijah waited until right before
the time of the evening sacrifice before he built the altar on Mt. Carmel, so when
the time came for the evening sacrifice he placed the offering upon the altar and
God so miraculously consumed the water and the sacrifice and the altar. We see
Daniel praying the Afternoon Prayers on top of his roof. And most importantly,
we see Yeshua placed upon the cross at the time of the morning sacrifice/morning
prayer and He died at the time of the afternoon sacrifice, the time of the
afternoon prayer. If we look at the lives of the Apostles and believers, we see
them also continuing this tradition of meeting in the Temple for Morning Prayer.
So let’s take a closer look at these two prayers that replaced the Tamid sacrifices,
the continual burnt offering.

Morning Prayer

The Morning Prayer starts with “How godly are Your tents, O Jacob, your
dwelling places, O Israel. O Lord, through Your abounding faithful love I come
into Your house, and reverently I worship You in Your holy sanctuary. I love
being in Your house, the place where Your glory resides. Here I bow down to
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worship You, my Lord and my Maker. Accept my prayer, O Lord, and answer with
Your great mercy and with Your saving truth. How lovely are Your tabernacles, O
Lord of hosts! I long, yes, I pine for the courts of the Lord; my heart joyfully sings
to the living God. One thing have I asked of the Lord, that I will pursue, That I may
live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the graciousness of
the Lord and to enter His sanctuary. Teach me Your ways, O Lord, and lead me in
the right path. With You is the fountain of life, in Your light do we see light.” We
see here that the prayer is going through those steps of worship, entering the
gates with thanksgiving and praise, stopping at the fountain of life, the Laver, and
entering into the Holy Place and seeing God’s light, His truth. The prayer
continues with the daily Scripture, which is the light. Upon hearing God’s Word,
the Shema is said, which is a declaration that there is only one God and we will
serve Him with all of our hearts and life and strength, and we will teach our
children to do the same. After this, Kaddish is said; this is a declaration of God’s
glory and holiness. And finally, the Amidah is said, which are the Eighteen
Benedictions.

The Afternoon Prayer

The afternoon prayer starts with Kaddish, blessing God’s Name, and then the
Shema. On Mondays and Thursdays, part of the weekly Torah portion is read.
Again the Eighteen Benedictions are recited, but then we pray for God’s
protection as we lay down for the night. We end our prayer with Psalm 134 and
Psalm 121, followed by the Aaronic Benediction: “The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up
His countenance upon you, and give you peace.” We sing a song after the Morning
and Afternoon prayer. We do not know how much of the Morning and Afternoon
prayer, as said today, was said in the time of Yeshua, but we do know that parts of
the Eighteen Benedictions go as far back as King David.

Then there are the prayers said during the different feasts and Sabbaths; of
course, there are liturgical prayers from Scripture like the Psalms and we can not
forget Yeshua’s prayer which is a shortened form of the Amidah, The Eighteen
Benedictions, which we call the Lord’s Prayer. But what about the prayers we say
from the heart?

Praying From the Heart

Praying from the heart is exactly that, from our hearts. Everything we say in
prayer should be from the heart whether it is traditional prayer or any other type
of prayer. In fact, everything we do pertaining to God should be done
wholeheartedly. God said that when we seek Him with all of our hearts, we will
find Him. We are to pray without ceasing. We are to pray with faith and never
doubting, trusting God to hear us and answer us. The effective prayer of a
righteous man can accomplish much.
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There are different types of prayers; there are supplications, intercessions,
petitions and requests; in fact, everything we do in life is our prayer to God. Paul
tells us that we are to lay down our lives, which is our spiritual worship.
Everything we say and do we are to do in the Name of the Lord Yeshua, because it
is our prayer, our priestly service before God. Paul writes to Timothy, “I admonish
and urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be offered on
behalf of all men. For kings and all who are in positions of authority . . . .” He goes
on, “For such praying is good and right and pleasing to God, who wishes all men
to be saved and increasingly to perceive and recognize and discern and know
precisely and correctly the divine truth: that there is only one God and only one
Mediator between God and men, the man Yeshua the Messiah . . . Therefore I want
men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.”

We, as the Priesthood, have an obligation to pray for one another and for those
who are perishing, that all may be saved. We must pray for the Body of Yeshua,
for when one suffers, we all suffer and don’t forget that there are believers all
over the world today who are suffering for the name of Yeshua. We must pray for
our government, not with hate and anger, but that we, as a nation, will live under
the Divine Laws of the One True God.

All of our prayers are to be accompanied by thanksgiving. Why? Because all of the
burnt offerings were to be followed by a Thanksgiving Offering. When we receive
God’s forgiveness, it should cause us to be thankful. Yeshua told a story about two
men who had debts which they owed—one a large debt, the other a smaller debt.
He asks His disciples which one will be more thankful, and they said the one with
the larger debt; and so we should be thankful that Yeshua took our sins upon
Himself and when we repent of our sins we are then forgiven. Remember, to light
the Incense Altar, they took the coals from the morning and evening burnt
offerings, the continual offerings, which should make us think of the time that
Yeshua hung on the cross.

Prayer and worship are so closely related to the Tabernacle that it is hard to
believe that as Christians we negate the laws that surround it. What we forget is
that the heavenly Temple is still in operation and the earthly one with all of its
laws and regulations was taken from the heavenly Temple. God is a God of detail;
He is not only concerned about detail regarding His Temple, but He is concerned
about every detail of our lives. God is also Just and Righteous and we see this in
the fact that our prayers can be hindered because of our hearts’ condition.

Hindered Prayer

Now, if our prayers are associated with the Incense Altar which is connected to
the burnt offerings, then we see that if we have sin in our lives, our prayers can
be hindered. For example, if a husband is not living in a right relationship with
his wife, this could hinder his prayers. Yeshua tells us that if someone has a
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grievance against us we are to leave our offering at the altar and go make things
right.

What altar was Yeshua talking about? Well, you may say the altar at the Temple,
but would that then apply to us? If not, then the concept of forgiveness would not
apply to us either. Or maybe it was for those believers at the time; but then, if
Yeshua is our example, should we disregard the things He says? Or maybe the
process of worship is the same yesterday, today and forever. One day the Temple
will return, but for now, the heavenly Temple still is in operation, and before we
can come to God with our sacrifice of praise or even our monetary offerings, we
must first make things right between us and our neighbor. If we harbor bitterness
or unforgiveness, our prayers will be hindered. We must first humble ourselves
and see the need to repent and stop at the altar and lay that sin down. It is as
though we are stopping at the cross of Calvary, for the altar and the cross are one
and the same. Then we can go to the Laver and be washed by the blood of Yeshua;
in so doing we are walking in the light of God’s Word; in other words, our lives
must line up with God’s Word. Then we can have fellowship with Him, feasting at
His table. From there, we can stop at the Incense Altar and bring our requests and
prayers before God. This is a process that we must go through. There is only one
path of worship and this is it. Yes, Yeshua died for our sins, but we must still
examine our hearts and go through the process. Scripture tells us that a man
should examine himself before communion. But it goes on to say, “But if we judge
ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are
disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the
world.” God is a holy God and so we are to be holy and when it comes to entering
into God’s presence, we must be without sin, and if we deceive ourselves, that will
only hinder our prayers.

Trusting God

When we have done all that we can do, then the Bible tells us to stand believing.
Waiting on God is the essence to all prayer. The Bible tells us to ask and keep on
asking and then you shall receive. It is in waiting on God that we grow in
perseverance and in character. It is in this waiting and trusting God that the
fragrance, the aroma of our prayers becomes more pleasing to God. The true
worship of God is found in relying on our Father to be exactly that—our
Father—knowing that He will never leave us or fail us. Now, does this mean that
we will receive everything that we ask for? No. But this does mean that God will
give us what we need and what will be good for us. Only a loving Father can do
this. So when we lift up holy hands and praise the One true God, let us always
remember that it is through Yeshua our Messiah that we are able to come and
offer up our prayers and requests to God our Father. He made the way for us to be
forgiven.

Next we are going to look at the veil, which was torn on our behalf so that we can
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now come into the Holy of Holies.


